
Let’s Clear the Air on this Issue…

The Definition of an Incinerator
Contrary to what is being said in meetings and in the
press, ReVenture Park is proposing to build an
Incinerator to burn our municipal solid waste and even
our yard waste.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and
the European Union (EU) both define gasification (and
plasma and pyrolysis) as Incineration.  In the US, an
Incinerator is defined as, and regulated as a, "municipal
waste combustor".

In fact, the EPA is very clear about this: "A Municipal
Waste Incinerator 'combusts' solid waste and thus is
functionally synonymous with a municipal waste
combustor."1 “Incinerators burn waste to dispose of
it. Some recover energy.”2

What about Gasification? The US EPA distinguishes mass burn incinerators and starved air gasification units by the
amounts of pollution emitted; that is, both mass burn and gasification combustors emit the same pollutants into the
atmosphere, but in different amounts. For example, EPA data show that gasification units emit 28% more nitrogen
oxides (NOx contributes to smog, or ground-level ozone pollution.); 83% more furans and dioxins than mass
burn incinerators (Dioxin is one of the most toxic substances known; there is no safe level. Dioxin is a "known
human carcinogen."3); and, equal amounts of mercury.3

What this Means for our Air Quality
There are two classes of Air Permits – Minor Source and Major Source (Title V). ReVenture claims that they will
apply for the less costly and less stringent minor source permit. The EPA believes that waste Incinerators need
tighter controls. As a Non-Attainment Air Quality area, shouldn’t Mecklenburg County have tighter controls and
monitoring? Can we really afford to build another Incinerator here in Mecklenburg County? We think not!

Who Has to Obtain a Title V Permit?

The EPA states the Solid Waste Incineration Units, regardless of size, have to have a Title V (Major Source)
Permit. This applies to: (1) Municipal waste combustors (large and small); (2) Hospital/medical/infectious waste
incinerators; (3) Commercial and industrial solid waste Incinerators; (4) Other solid waste incinerators4

What Can I Do?
Tell your friends, neighbors and colleagues about the issue and the facts

Call or email your friends and neighbors, post on Facebook, Twitter and help to spread the word.

Write your local officials – mayor, council members/commissioners and others
Tell them why you oppose the waste policy change and an incinerator in Mecklenburg County.

Tell them “Burning our Garbage is a BAD idea.” Ask for a public hearing so that you can speak!

Join Incinerator Free Mecklenburg
Email: incineratorfreemeck@gmail.com

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/pages/Incinerator-Free-Mecklenburg-County/136070243092962?ref=ts
More Info: http://incineratorfreemecklenburg.wordpress.com/  or http://charlottesierraclub.org/

1 http://www.epa.gov/ttn/nsr/gen/rm_2.html 2  From: Emissions Standards for Boilers and Process Heaters and Commercial / Industrial Solid Waste Incinerators.
http://www.epa.gov/airquality/combustion/ 3 BREDL response to Global Waste International. http://www.bredl.org/stopincineration/CFSE041202.htm (4)
http://www.epa.gov/air/oaqps/permits/obtain.html


