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ReVenture Surprises City of Charlotte, Shocks Sierra Club with New Details

Charlotte, NC. December 10, 2010. The Central Piedmont Sierra Club has learned that the proposed land swap

deal between the City of Charlotte and ReVenture is dead and that the City of Charlotte is considering now paying

ReVenture $6.1 million for land to build a waste water treatment plant. Other recent announcements indicate that

ReVenture is abandoning their promise to deliver a state of the art technology used in Europe and Japan and have

selected a company with no commercial experience with the proposed technology. The Sierra Club has also learned

that the City may be required to break their agreement with the Ballantyne residents not to landfill garbage at the

Foxhole Landfill by using the “economic necessity” clause.

Bill Gupton, Chair of the Central Piedmont group of the Sierra Club, indicated that, “Quite frankly, we’re shocked and

disappointed at these recent announcements and the changes being proposed. The current proposed project for the

incinerator and its supporting elements looks nothing like what the Sierra Club, other environmental and citizen

groups and elected officials had been promised.”

In a surprise move, it was disclosed yesterday that ReVenture has abandoned the former Statesville Avenue landfill

site as the location for receiving all of the garbage from the City of Charlotte and Mecklenburg County and

processing it into a fuel. According to the developer, the site was rejected because it would take too long to obtain

the necessary permits.

The original ReVenture Park plan called for a land swap deal between the City of Charlotte and ReVenture. In this

arrangement the City of Charlotte would swap the Statesville Avenue site for a portion of the land on the former

Clariant property, the site of the proposed ReVenture garbage incinerator. This land would then be used to build a

wastewater treatment facility and Charlotte Mecklenburg Utilities would take over the treatment of the contaminated

water from the hazardous superfund site along with processing city and county wastewater.



In another surprise announcement to the Economic Development Committee, ReVenture announced that they had

abandoned plans to use a state of the art, very high temperature/very low oxygen gasification system such as those

used in Europe and Japan. ReVenture cited long construction time, extensive permitting requirements, and

unreliability of these systems. Instead the developer is proposing a “tried and true technology”. The system will use a

standard, 200-year old gasification technology system using an oxygen-fed, low temperature system to burn the

processed garbage and produce a gas. This gas will then be used to produce steam using a system like those used

in coal or gas powered power plants around the country. When asked if the developer had ever seen or toured a

European facility, they indicated that they had not but “hoped to do so in the near future”.

ReVenture had previously announced that ICM, Inc would be their source for their technology selection and had

presented their information to the Mecklenburg County Waste Management Advisory Board ReVenture Advisory

Council on December 3. ICM, founded in 1995 has extensive experience in ethanol production but lacks experience

in waste to energy operations. As reported in the November 23, 2010 article by “Biomass Power & Thermal”, ICM

indicated that “while we only started marketing our gasification technology this past March, we are very excited about

the interest we have received.”

ICM’s current gasification expertise is limited to a Research and Development facility in Newton Kansas. In the

February 25, 2010 edition of the “The Kansan” newspaper, a Dr. Bert Bennett, Patrick Ralston and Monique Garcia

with ICM were interviewed. Cari Cusick of The Kansan newspaper reported the following: “Bennett said the company

is “pretty pleased” with how the unit has performed. By the way, this is the first gasifier the company developed and

built. It has worked with one it purchased from another company but said it didn’t meet all the company’s needs. ICM

hopes to commercialize the gasifier concept this year. Another exciting avenue they hope to test in a month or two is

refuse-derived fuel. In essence, municipal solid waste — all the stuff we throw away – is sorted and items such as

batteries, cans, plastics, metals and glass are sorted out.  What’s left, the organic materials, is refuse-derived fuel.

ICM plans to run tests on such materials to see what the possibilities are of turning trash to fuel.”

In a third surprise announcement, the ReVenture disclosed that because they have scaled back their plans to

attempt to qualify as a minor source Title V facility, they would only be able to accept 575 tons of garbage per year

and not the 1.3 million tons per year that the County produces. The developer acknowledged that the balance would

have to be land filled. This prompted numerous comments and questions from City Council members and a direction

to City staff to look into what would be required for the Foxhole landfill to be made ready to accept garbage should

ReVenture not be able to complete the project.

In a final surprise move, Ron Kimble, Assistant City Manager, provided the Charlotte Economic Develop Committee

with a presentation recommending that the City pay ReVenture $6.1 million to obtain the land. The Economic

Development Committee and the full City Council had previously approved the ReVenture Park concept which

included a land swap agreement. Mr. Kimble advised the Committee that City Staff was not requesting any action on

their part. Due to lack of time at the meeting the presentation was rescheduled for Thursday, December 16 at 3:30

pm in Room CH-14.



Mr. Kimble also announced that the vote by City Council members to approve revisions to the 10-Year Mecklenburg

Solid Waste Plan would be added to the agenda for the Monday, December 13th, City Council meeting. This revision

calls for allowing the County to be able to burn the Mecklenburg County garbage and compostable yard waste for the

next twenty years. When asked by Council member Andy Dulin if the information in the presentation was important

for the Committee to consider before their vote, Mr. Kimble indicated that he did not believe so.

“Given these recent announcements and changes, we believe that the vote to revise the County’s solid waste plan to

include incineration of our waste by ReVenture as an option is pre-mature. The Economic Development Committee

needs to take these announcements under consideration and make a recommendation before a vote by the full City

Council is held.” Mr. Gupton recommended.  “Too many changes have already been made to the original plan and

we don’t know how many other changes will be necessary before this is all over. This vote will be the only time that

City Council members will be able to have a voice in this decision on behalf of the citizens of Charlotte. Too many

questions are still unanswered and too much is changing to allow an informed vote on all of these critical issues. The

Sierra Club will be asking the City Council members to either delay this decision until all the last minute and

substantial changes to ReVenture’s proposal have received due diligence or vote no on the proposal until the many

economic, environmental and public health concerns of the proposal can be investigated.”

About the Central Piedmont Group. The Central Piedmont Group of the NC Chapter of the Sierra Club is one of the largest
groups in North Carolina, representing the environmental communities for Anson, Cabarrus, Cleveland, Gaston, Iredell Lincoln,
Mecklenburg, Stanly, Rowan and Union counties.

The group is active in providing environmental educational programs and influencing local policy issues related to the
environment. Unless otherwise noted on the website ( http://charlottesierraclub.org/ ), monthly meetings take place the fourth
Wednesday of the month beginning at 7:00 PM at the Mahlon Adams Pavilion at Freedom Park, 2435 Cumberland Ave.,
Charlotte, NC, 28203.

About the Sierra Club. Since 1892, the Sierra Club has been working to protect communities, wild places, and the planet
itself. With a membership of 1.3 million, the Sierra Club is the oldest, largest, and most influential grassroots environmental
organization in the United States.

The Mission of the Sierra Club is: To explore, enjoy, and protect the wild places of the earth; To practice and promote the
responsible use of the earth's ecosystems and resources; To educate and enlist humanity to protect and restore the quality of the
natural and human environment; and to use all lawful means to carry out these objectives.

Through participation in national, state chapter and local groups, Sierra Club members program are active in developing a safe
and healthy community in which to live, smart energy solutions to combat global warming and an enduring legacy for America's
wild places. To learn more about the Sierra Club go to http://www.sierraclub.org/ .
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