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Area Nonprofits Ask for Answers on ReVenture Gasification Incinerator,
Call for Public Hearings, Question Project Viability

Charlotte, NC. The Blue Ridge Environmental Defense League (BREDL), the Central Piedmont Group of the North

Carolina Sierra Club, Citizens for a Healthy Environment (CHE), Sustain Charlotte, and the Catawba Riverkeeper are

deeply concerned about recent announcements regarding the proposed ReVenture Park gasification incinerator

which would burn Mecklenburg County processed garbage, construction and demolition waste, compostable yard

waste and possibly other materials if approved by the Mecklenburg Board of County Commissioners.

On Monday evening, January 24, Don Willard, Director of Mecklenburg Air Quality announced to the Air Quality

Commission that because the facility “appears to be a municipal waste incinerator”, Mecklenburg Air Quality will not

be responsible for determining the incinerator’s air permit requirements or have authority to approve the permit.

Instead, NC DENR will have this responsibility. Mecklenburg Air Quality will be able to review the permit but their role

will be limited to providing comments, the same as any individual citizen. Mr. Willard also indicated that it would be

unlikely that the state-issued permit would have a requirement to maintain a minor source permit over the life of the

facility included in the permit.

Bill Gupton, Chair for the Central Piedmont Sierra Club, noted that “We’ve been told time and again that Mecklenburg

County would be responsible for the permitting and that the County could control this aspect of the project. Quite

frankly, we’re extremely disappointed with how this project has been fast-tracked for approval despite the nearly daily

changes to the project plans.” Mr. Gupton was referencing the fact that on January 14, ReVenture announced to a

room full of citizens at their community meeting that they would be using “an engineered, pelletized fuel source”. The

next morning they announced to the ReVenture Advisory Council that they planned to use shredded garbage that

was bundled in plastic bags. The type of fuel can have a great impact on emissions and area air, water and land

pollution. As a non-attainment area for ozone, Mecklenburg County air quality is a significant concern. “ReVenture

announced their project in October of 2009 and we’re still waiting to see a projected emissions profile from the

gasification incinerator. We know that these types of incinerators emit particulate matter, nanoparticles, cancer

causing dioxins, nitric oxides and other harmful compounds. The questions we have are what will be the levels and,

most importantly, is this acceptable to our community?”



Catawba Riverkeeper David Merryman continues to have concerns about the siting of the incinerator on the banks of

the Catawba River, one of the most endangered rivers in America. “The groundwater contamination on this site will

require several decades, if not a century, of monitoring and remediation. ReVenture only plans to have a 30-yr clean-

up bond, and the public should not have to hinge the safety of their water resource in Lake Wylie on remediation plan

that was pushed through, with no public knowledge or input, for this project to happen."  The Mecklenburg Solid

Waste ReVenture Advisory Board has requested the Brownfield document on several occasions but it has not been

provided to them for a review and vetting.

Shannon Binns, Executive Director of Sustain Charlotte, continues to express concern about how quickly the project

is moving forward without public input or an independent analysis of the risks, “These announcements represent yet

another deviation from what has been promised by the developer; promises that many supporters -- including our

elected officials -- have hinged their support on. The developer is pushing for a quick approval of a highly complex

and expensive proposal that other communities spend years evaluating to ensure he and his investors can take

advantage of the county's landfill contract expiring in June of next year and become eligible for tens of millions of

dollars in federal grants that would reimburse them 30% of the cost of construction.   Independent, third party

analysis and public hearings should not be sacrificed in the name of time.”

David Mickey of the Blue Ridge Environmental League (BREDL) shares the concern of many groups and citizens

that the developer’s lack of experience in this area has created changes to the site, the city deal for the proposed

waste water treatment facility, their technology, their fuel source, and other critical factors in the project. “Loss of

permitting control should be a big concern for the commissioners.  The way ReVenture "evolves", there's no telling

who might end up owning the incinerator and the rights to Mecklenburg County's trash for twenty years.  That's more

loss of control.”

Catherine Mitchell of Citizens for a Healthy Environment (CHE) knows too well the hazards of incinerators. “Charlotte

had an incinerator back in the 90s that failed because of emissions and operational problems. The citizens of

Matthews have had to endure a medical waste incinerator for years. It’s not right to force the citizens near the

proposed site to live between an out-dated coal fired plant and a garbage gasification incinerator. The risk is just too

great.”

The Sierra Club has raised additional concerns about traffic issues. “There have been no third party traffic studies

done for the two sites. The Ambel Drive site currently has 50 to 60 trucks a day delivering recyclable materials. The

plan could increase this number by at least seven fold with an additional 350 trucks crossing neighborhood streets.

We need to know the public safety risks before we commit to this.” cautioned Mr. Gupton.

All five organizations are calling for a series of public forums to be called by each of the six towns in
Mecklenburg County, the City of Charlotte, and for Mecklenburg County residents. In addition the groups will

be asking the Mecklenburg Board of County Commissioners to delay a recommendation from the Mecklenburg

County Waste Management Advisory Board to allow them additional time to receive information and studies

needed to evaluate issues related to public health and safety, economic impact and environmental impact.



The groups cite numerous examples of concerns and issues that need to fully consider as to whether this project is

viable:

 The developer has failed to demonstrate their financial stability in that the developer has not

announced that they have secured final funding for the project since their October 2009

announcement.

 The developer has failed to demonstrate their ability to acquire a title to the proposed project since

their October 2009 announcement.

 The developer has demonstrated that lack of project management in failing to meet their announced

date of March 2010 for submission of an air quality permit and the permit is still unfiled.

 The developer has failed to meet the December 31, 2010 deadline as called for in the Mecklenburg

County Memorandum of Understanding to “have submitted all required environmental permit

applications for both the garbage incinerator and the garbage processing plant to the appropriate

federal, state, and local authorities.”

 The developer has failed to meet the December 31, 2010 deadline as called for in the Mecklenburg

County Memorandum of Understanding to “demonstrate site control for both the garbage incinerator

and the garbage processing plant”

 The developer has failed to meet the December 31, 2010 deadline as called for in the Mecklenburg

County Memorandum of Understanding to “have submitted all required environmental permit

applications for both the garbage incinerator and the garbage processing plant to the appropriate

federal, state, and local authorities.

 It appears highly unlikely that the developer will be able to meet the March 31, 2011 Mecklenburg

County Memorandum of Understanding deadline to “have received the required garbage processing

plant permits.”

 It appears highly unlikely that the developer will be able to meet the March 31, 2011 Mecklenburg

County Memorandum of Understanding deadline to “either received the garbage incinerator permits

and begun construction or secured a long-term-binding contract for the utilization of the processed

garbage fuel to create energy at another facility.”

 The developer has announced that will not meet the July 2012 deadline for having the proposed

gasification ready and have an undetermined timeline of sometime in 2013.

 The developer has demonstrated a lack of experience and expertise in numerous changes to the

project due to permit requirements that they might not be able to attain, several changes to their

announced technology, several changes to their fuel description among others.

 The developer has not provided, nor has Mecklenburg County reviewed, the proposed Superfund to

Brownfield conversion plan and its acceptability for the community.

 The developer has not submitted third party verified traffic studies for Mecklenburg County review

and approval.

 Despite a claim of openness, the developer has sought changes in the City of Charlotte zoning

regulations that would allow them to develop the property without a zoning hearing and approval by

Charlotte City Council.



 The developer has misrepresented their source of funding to the public and county boards and

commissions by claiming that there will be no public funding when they have potentially $45.5 Million

in Federal tax grants or credits potentially available and Mecklenburg County funds will be used to

pay for accepting the trash.

 The developer has not announced details regarding the storage, removal and disposal of hazardous

household wastes, explosives, flammable solids and liquids and other materials not acceptable to be

landfilled from the Ambel Drive proposed facility.

 The developer has failed to provide and Mecklenburg County has not undertaken a comprehensive

review of potential public health risks to the community from the proposed gasification incinerator.

 The developer has failed to provide and Mecklenburg County has not undertaken a comprehensive

review of potential public safety risks to the community from the proposed gasification incinerator.

 The developer has failed to provide and Mecklenburg County has not undertaken a comprehensive

review of all environmental risks to the community from the proposed gasification incinerator.

###


