
February 11, 2011

Chairman Davis and Members of the School Board, Dr. Gorman, President Trobich and Members of the

Mecklenburg PTA Council Executive Board

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) recognizes that serious health risks exist for students, faculty and

parents when schools are sited next to toxic waste sites or major sources of air pollution. They are currently

accepting comments for their new School Siting Guidelines [1] and we would hope that you would provide written

comments to the EPA on this matter.

The Central Piedmont Sierra Club has not had the opportunity to bring an important issue to your attention related to

the health and safety of Charlotte Mecklenburg students, faculty and staff. We wish to do so now.

Mecklenburg County has entered into a Memorandum of Understanding with Forsite, Inc. that would allow for the

construction of a garbage gasification incinerator in western Mecklenburg County that would burn a significant portion

of the county’s residential garbage, construction and demolition waste, yard waste and other materials for at least the

next twenty years. In addition, Forsite has submitted an application for permit to the NC Department of Natural

Resources (NC DENR) for a “Recycled Fuel Facility and Transfer Station” that would process all of the residential

garbage for Mecklenburg County on Ambel Drive, just east of downtown Charlotte.

Regarding the siting of incinerators, a number of states with extensive experience with incinerators including

Massachusetts, Maryland and Delaware have or are considering regulations that would prohibit incinerators within

three miles of any School, Athletic or Recreation Field, Sports Facility or Complex, Park, Residential Dwelling or

Community, Church or other Religious Place of Worship, Hospital or Nursing Home [2]. Unfortunately North Carolina

does not have similar regulations to protect our communities.

There are numerous reports and studies that have identified the health and public safety risks associated with

traditional incinerators as well as newer technologies such as gasification, pyrolysis and plasma arc incinerators.[3] A

number of leading medical associations have issued statements opposing incinerators because of health risks,

especially in children [2]. In fact, in April of 2010 the NC Academy of Family Physicians issued a statement on

incinerators [4]:



“Biomass burning of poultry litter and wood wastes creates emissions of particulate matter that research has

shown increase the risk of premature death, asthma, chronic bronchitis, and heart disease. This burning

process also creates numerous byproducts, including nitrogen oxides and volatile organic compounds that

increase smog and ozone, which are known to increase lung disease and mortality; sulfur dioxides which

also contribute to respiratory disease; arsenic which can increase the risk of cancer; mercury which can

increase the risk of brain and kidney disease and affect the developing fetus; and dioxins which may

increase the risk of cancer, heart disease, diabetes mellitus, developmental delays in children, neurotoxicity,

and thyroid disease. These health effects would increase disability and death in all age groups, but

particularly in the most vulnerable—developing fetuses, newborns, children, those with chronic illness, and

the elderly. As a result of this increased disability and disease, medical costs in the state will increase.”

Given that incinerators and waste transfer stations are items of concern for the siting of schools, that there is ample

scientific evidence of the safety and health risks associated with these facilities, that there are currently 25 schools

within a 3.8 mile radius of the proposed incinerator location [2], that there are numerous schools located near the

Recycled Fuel Facility and Transfer Station [5], and over 127 organizations have publicly stated their opposition to

incinerators [6], the Central Piedmont Sierra Club would formally request that you take this issue under review to

assure that the Charlotte Mecklenburg School administration does all that it can within its authority and scope of

influence to protect the health and safety of our school children, faculty, and staff. We would also ask that you notify

the parents of students, faculty and staff of schools within a 4 mile radius of the garbage gasification incinerator and

the Recycled Fuel Facility and Transfer Station so that they may become aware of this project and have a voice in

the decision making process.

We would welcome the opportunity to assist in your evaluation of this issue in any way that we can. Please advise us

as to your next actions on these requests as soon as possible.

Thank you.

Bill

Bill Gupton
Chair
Central Piedmont Group of the NC Chapter of the Sierra Club
Representing 2,300 members in Anson, Cabarrus, Cleveland, Gaston, Iredell, Lincoln, Mecklenburg, Stanly & Union counties.
704-367-0068
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