
 

March 1, 2012 

 

 

Dear North Carolina Sierran, 

 

It’s an epic fight. As our state joins the quest for domestic sources of energy, which way will 

we go? Drilling for the dirty fossil fuels of the past?  Or investing in the clean energy 

technologies of the future? 

 

Much of what the North Carolina Sierra Club is working on right now is about energy – and the 

impacts on our environment will be profound. The upcoming elections make the ante that much 

higher, as candidates stake out a vision for our state’s energy future. 

 

Together, you and I have been on the front lines – and with your help, the North Carolina Sierra 

Club has made the difference. That’s why I’m asking for your contribution today for $500, 

$100, $50 or whatever you can afford to help us in our fight to stop the rush to drill for fossil 

fuels in North Carolina. 

 

Take fracking. You’ve probably heard about it – whether you’ve read about it online or in the 

paper or whether you’ve seen it on the news.  And the news about fracking isn’t good. 

 

Hydraulic fracturing, or “fracking,” is a complicated process that includes detonating explosives 

underground and then pumping water, toxic chemicals, and sand into the ground to push gas 

deposits up to the Earth’s surface. Sounds like something from a bad science fiction movie, 

doesn’t it? 

 

We know from people in places like Wyoming, Texas, and Pennsylvania that there are 1,001 

questions we should be asking about what fracking could mean for our own communities.  

 

We don’t have many of the answers. And yet powerful lawmakers and even more powerful 

corporate interests are pushing to move as fast as possible to allow fracking in North Carolina. 

 

So fast, in fact, that our legislators could make a decision as early as this May. Their decision 

could change our environment and our communities forever. 

 

North Carolina Sierra Club staff and members like you across the state are starting to push back – 

in a big way. 

 

 Travis Hargett, our tireless grassroots organizer, and Sierra Club volunteers are already 

knocking on doors and talking to residents who live in the targeted fracking zones.  

 Will Morgan, our lobbyist, and our volunteer lobby corps are busy making the case to 

lawmakers not to rush to act.    

 

But we need to do much, much more to prevail - and we don’t have much time.  

 

Right now we need to mobilize thousands of Sierra Club members and citizens across the state. 

We need to get the word out, get organized, and keep the fight going.  

 

When Sierrans take hold of an issue, we are a force to be reckoned with! 
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I’m asking for your generous support today. Your gift of $500, $100, $50, or whatever amount makes you feel 

good will help the North Carolina Sierra Club mount the most effective possible effort in fighting big oil and 

gas in our own state. 

 

And this year we won’t just be fighting against dirty energy.  We’ll also be fighting for clean energy solutions. The 

prospect of offshore wind presents a tremendous new world of clean energy resources and potential jobs all 

along the east coast.  

 

Just last month Governor Perdue’s Scientific Advisory Panel on Offshore Energy reported what we already knew:  

North Carolina has the best offshore wind resources on the East Coast. We’re in a great position to move forward. 

 

And the Obama administration is actively working with states to bring this new source of power on line. But the 

challenges are many, and realization of this bold vision for tomorrow will belong to the states that show leadership 

today. We are committed to North Carolina being one of those states! 

 

Our offshore wind team, led by Carina Barnett-Loro and Mac Montgomery, turned out hundreds of citizens and 

local decision makers over the past year in communities like Wilmington and Morehead City, displaying what this 

great resource could mean for our coastal communities.  

 

It’s obvious that the public gets it. But we still have to convince our lawmakers. 

 

So with your help we’ll push for legislation that will help offshore wind supply electricity to 2,000,000 homes. 

That’s clean energy with no oil to spill and no chemicals to contaminate our water supplies. 

 

We’ll also work hard with our allies to change a law that unfairly prevents solar companies from making solar 

power affordable and within the reach of the average homeowner. We’ll need your help as we stand up to the 

powerful lobbying forces of utility companies.  

 

It might seem ambitious to push for solar and wind while fighting off fracking. But that’s what we do. We step up 

to the plate. And with you fighting with us, we can make a powerful push for clean energy. 

 

For over 40 years the North Carolina Sierra Club has made a significant difference in decisions that affect our land, 

air and water for our own lifetimes and for generations to come. Your generosity today is critical to Sierra Club’s 

continued success.  

 

Thank you. 

 

Best, 

 

 

 

Molly Diggins, State Director, North Carolina Sierra Club 

 

P.S. Your entire contribution will stay in North Carolina to protect our state as we face the most challenging year in 

decades.  Please be as generous as you can. 
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