
Carbon pollution is the main contributor to climate disruption and is linked to life-

threatening air pollution — such as the smog that can trigger asthma attacks.

2012 was a strong reminder of the powerful effects of out 

of control weather caused by runaway climate disruption: 

we saw a devastating drought, raging wildfires, the hottest 

year on record and Superstorm Sandy. Scientists have 

settled the argument: Climate disruption is happening, and 

carbon pollution is a major contributor.

Yet even though carbon pollution threatens our health, our 

economy, and our children’s future, we currently have no 

national limits on how much carbon can be released into 

our air by the nation’s largest source of carbon pollution —

dirty coal-fired power plants.

WHAT IS THE NEW CARBON POLLUTION STANDARD?

The Environmental Protection Agency’s carbon pollution 

protections would limit the amount of carbon pollution 

that coal plants can dump into our air. These safeguards 

would require energy companies to reduce their carbon 

emissions using technological innovation or to transition 

to cleaner sources of energy. The EPA will propose these 

protections in two steps: a set of standards for new power 

plants in September 2013 and a set for existing power 

plants expected in June 2014.

Several states and foreign countries already have limits on 

carbon pollution from new power plants, including Oregon, 

Washington, California, Montana, Illinois, Maine, Australia, 

and the European Union.

SAFEGUARDS THAT PROTECT PUBLIC HEALTH AND 
SPUR INNOVATION

In 2007, the Supreme Court ruled that the Clean Air 

Act requires the EPA to take action to address carbon 

pollution. President Obama’s EPA made history in 

summer 2012 by outlining a timeline for carbon pollution 

protections from both new and existing power plants. 

Carbon and air pollutants like toxic mercury and dirty 

soot from coal plants are linked to asthma attacks, lung 

disease, and neurological disorders. Coal pollution in the 

United States results in more than $100 billion annually in 

health costs and more 12,000 emergency room visits per 

year. What’s more, climate disruption caused by carbon 

pollution from coal plants threatens our planet and our 

communities. 

By establishing strong carbon pollution protections, the 

EPA is moving to clean up and modernize the way we 

power our country. These protections will ensure that 

our kids, our communities, and America’s workforce are 

healthier, while also creating much-needed jobs and 

fighting climate disruption. 

For more information, please visit 

beyondcoal.org/dirtytruth/carbon.
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