
What is “Waste Confidence”?
What are these hearings about?

In 1984 the NRC issued its first ‘waste confidence’ decision, which stated that permanent nuclear waste storage was 
technically feasible and will eventually be made available. “Waste confidence” was a generic NRC finding that nuclear 
power high level waste--the highly radioactive “irradiated,” “spent” or “used” nuclear fuel--can be safely stored for 
decades beyond the licensed operating life of a reactor without significant environmental effects. It enabled the NRC 
to license reactors and renew their licenses without examining the effects of extended waste storage for each 
individual site pending ultimate disposal.  In other words, over the years, concerned citizens have not been able to 
use the issue of the highly radioactive waste in challenging the building and licensing of nuclear plants, because the 
NRC had “confidence” a solution would be found.  

On June 8, 2012, the US District Court of Appeals threw out the Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s (NRC) so-called 
“waste confidence” rule based on a challenge filed by concerned citizen and environmental groups after NRC tried to 
extend its “confidence” until 6 decades after the nuclear power reactors closed down.  The Court threw out this new 
extended NRC rule which permitted licensing and re-licensing of nuclear reactors and was based on unsupported 
assumptions that there will be a way to dispose of high level radioactive waste at some time in the future when it 
becomes “necessary” and that in the meantime, spent fuel can be stored safely at reactor sites. With the failure to 
find and open a permanent high level radioactive waste repository, the NRC had to admit it has no long term plan for 
permanent storage, and therefore it is possible that fuel will be stored at reactor sites “on a permanent basis”.

For decades the NRC had licensed and re-licensed nuclear power reactors without  knowing what would happen with 
the highly radioactive irradiated/spent fuel being produced all over the country. Now, NRC has been mandated to 
study the environmental impacts and costs of other alternatives if a permanent repository is not found.  They must 
consider: what will be the costs; risks; consequences of storing the highly radioactive spent fuel at the reactors.  They 
need to determine whether irradiated/spent fuel will become a public health hazard. And of even more importance, for 
the first time the NRC will have to consider whether better energy alternatives to nuclear are available, that don’t 
generate tons of high level radioactive waste. 

Hearings on the NRC’s draft Generic Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will be held from Oct 1 to Nov 14th 2013 
in Rockville MD, Denver CO, San Luis Obispo CA, Carlsbad CA, Perrysburg (Toledo) OH, Illinois, Chelmsford (Boston) 
MA, Tarrytown (Westchester) NY, Charlotte NC, Orlando FL and Rockville MD. NRC Schedule Click Here. The hearings 
are to provide the public an opportunity to comment on a generic Draft Environmental Statement being issued by the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission to justify “confidence” that waste will be taken care of therefore can continue to be 
generated. The results of these hearings could restart licensing new and extending licenses of old nuclear power 
reactors in the US. The comments below are consistent with Sierra Club policies on nuclear waste. 

Registration will be available at the meetings but you can register early:
Registration by email: WCRegistration@nrc.gov
Please send your name, affiliation or organization if appropriate, location of the meeting that you would like to attend, 
and requests for accessibility accommodations if necessary. Also, please note if you would like to present oral 
comments. Registration will be confirmed by email.
Registration by phone: 301-287-9392
Voicemail is available for calls received after hours or if no one is available to take your call directly. Please include 
your name, affiliation or organization if appropriate, location of the meeting that you would like to attend, and 
requests for accessibility accommodations if necessary. Also, please note whether you would like to present oral 
comments. Registration will be confirmed by phone.

E-mail comments to: Rulemaking.Comments@nrc.gov, citing Docket ID No. NRC–2012–0246
Submit comments online at: www.regulations.gov using Docket ID No. NRC–2012–0246
Mail comments to:
Secretary
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555-0001
ATTN: Rulemakings and Adjudications Staff
NRC Schedule: http://www.nrc.gov/waste/spent-fuel-storage/wcd/pub-involve.html#schedule.
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