
 

Mecklenburg Soil and Water Conservation District is gearing up for its 43rd Annual 
Tree Seedling Sale.  The event will be held on Saturday, February 22, 2014 from 
9 am - 12 pm (or sold out) at 700 North Tryon Street in Charlotte, North Carolina.   
 
A wide variety of species will be offered ranging in price from $1 to $2 (see page 9).  
Seedlings can be used for reforestation, improving wildlife habitat, developing green 
buffers to protect water quality and cleaning the air by removing carbon dioxide.    
 
While winter is a prime time to plant trees, many people just aren’t in that “springtime” 
lawn and garden mode in frosty January. The milder, sunny days tend to spark an 

interest in planting while still allowing a few weeks before the end of the tree planting season for our region.   
 
As an added bonus, those who pre-order seedlings are not only guaranteed selection, but will also receive 
a 10% discount off the purchase price of their pre-ordered seedlings (discount applies to pre-orders only).   
Seedlings are sold on a first-come, first-served basis while supplies last.  The deadline to pre-order seedlings is on 
Friday, December 6th; pre-payment is required at the time of order.   The order form is on page 10.

Thousands of gallons of water run off a roof in a rain storm.  This water picks 
up sediment, oils, and chemicals and flows directly into our creeks!  Help reduce 
that runoff by using a rain barrel.    
 
One inch of rain on a 1,000 square foot roof yields 600 gallons of water.  
Use rain barrels to hand water plants, or use with a soaker hose on a slope.    
 
Rain Barrels are available for purchase year-round from Mecklenburg Soil and 
Water Conservation District and will also be available for purchase at the annual 
tree seedling sale.  Rain Barrels are offered through a partnership with Charlotte-
Mecklenburg Storm Water Services, allowing us to sell them to the public at a 
discounted price ($95 - 60 gallon rain barrel / $110 - 80 gallon rain barrel).   
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Gray Newman currently serves as an Associate Supervisor, being first elected 
in 2002, re-elected in 2006 and then appointed in 2012.  He is an (almost) 
native of Mecklenburg, having moved here at age 2 and is a graduate of 
Independence High School in Mint Hill, NC.  He is also a graduate of 
Central Piedmont Community College and the University of North Carolina 
at Charlotte.  Gray has a Masters Degree in Public Administration with a 
concentration in Historic Preservation from Georgia State University in 
Atlanta.  In the spring District Supervisor Michael Entrekin presented Gray 
with a plaque from the NC Association of Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts for 10 years of service with the Mecklenburg Soil and Water 
Conservation District.

 From left to right:  Michael Entrekin, Gray Newman

History of our District 
Mecklenburg County was organized as a part of the Lower Catawba Soil and Water Conservation District on 
March 18, 1940. It consisted of two other counties: Gaston and Lincoln. It separated from the original district  
to form a county district on December 10, 1963. 
 
The Mecklenburg Soil and Water Conservation District consists of:
  • 336,530 acres
 • Traditional crops are soybean and small grain straw
 • Main crops are nursery and greenhouse crops  

  

Significant Events: 
   • J. Earl Teague masterminded and headed the Miracle Conservation Field Day on October 14,  
    1948. It was called "Miracle Farm Day 1948." 
 • The Mecklenburg Soil Survey was completed in 1975. 
 • In the spring of 1985, a multi-district project was undertaken with a display at the Southern 
  Spring Show. Approximately 800 sq. ft. of exhibit displayed conservation on urban and  
  agricultural areas. The exhibit involved plants such as corn, trees, grass and others. The show  
  drew over 100,000 people. 
 • From a $15,000 State grant, the District produced three videos on soil and water conservation: 
  Our Agricultural Resource Base, Soil As A Resource, and Cleaner Water Through Soil  
   Conservation. 
 • In 1989, the District, for the first time, put up SWCD signs on major roadways coming into the  
  District. 
 • For the past 30 years, the District has sold tree seedlings to county residents. The highest number  
  sold in one year was 21,000 seedlings. 
 • In 2000, the District hired an Urban Conservationist; the first of its kind in North Carolina. 
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Mecklenburg Soil and Water Conservation District participates in educational contests and programs sponsored 
by the North Carolina Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts.  For more details about the following 
contests/programs, please contact Anganette Byrd at 704-336-2455/Anganette.Byrd@mecklenburgcountync.gov.

Contests will be conducted on the District, Area and State levels.  District First Place winners will be eligible to 
enter the Area contest, and Area First Place winners will be eligible to enter the State contest.  The Contest Title 
for 2013-2014 is “The Living Soil”.

Poster Contest 
Separate contests will be held for 3rd, 4th, 5th, and 6th grade students.  
 
Essay Contest
The contest will be held for 6th grade students.   

Public Speaking Contest
Separate contests will be held for 7th and 8th grade students.     

Computer Designed Poster Contest
The contest will be held for 9th grade students.  

Students were recognized  
for their accomplishments 
in the Essay, Poster, and 
Public Speaking Contests  
at the MSWCD Annual 
Banquet on May 14, 2013.



Envirothon Program
The Envirothon Program is sponsored by the NC Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts.  The 
program is open to teams of students in grades 9-12 for high school and in grades 5-8 for middle schools.  Teams 
consist of five members.  Each team must have an adult advisor and the team may have alternates.  It is important 
for high school teams to have at least two alternates if you feel that your team may have a chance to win first place 
at the state competition.  The North American Envirothon will allow two substitutes to the original team.  For 
detailed information visit the website www.ncenvirothon.org.

Public schools, private schools, home school groups, school clubs, FFA groups, etc. are all eligible to participate 
in the Envirothon Program.  Teams must be sponsored by a Soil ad Water Conservation District.  To encourage 
participation the State Envirothon Committee will sponsor organized teams if Districts can’t or do not wish to 
serve as sponsors.  Mecklenburg Soil and Water Conservation District staff will work with teams to prepare them 
for the competition.  Interested persons please contact 704-336-2455. 

Resource Conservation Workshop (RCW)
The Resource Conservation Workshop is sponsored by the NC Association of Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts in conjunction with the Division of Soil ad Water  Conservation and the Soil Science Department of NC 
State University.  For detailed information visit the website www.ncagr.gov/SWC/educational/RCW.html.

The Resource Conservation Workshop is a week-long intensive study and hands on conservation workshop 
requiring student application and participation in a wide range of conservation topics.  Students are housed in 
NCSU campus dormitories under the guidance of live-in-counselors.  In order to achieve success, students should 
come prepared to apply themselves to meet the primary objective of this workshop -- learning about natural 
resources and their management in today’s environment.  Awards and scholarships are won and presented to 
students under several awards programs.  Interested persons please contact 704-336-2455.
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Sara Holley, an 8th grade student at Randolph Middle School, is 
one of Mecklenburg County’s best public speakers!  Just ask any 
one that had an opportunity to listen to any one of her presentations.  
 
Sara won 1st Place at the local level in the Mecklenburg Soil and  
Water Conservation District competition.  She also won 1st Place at the 
area level in the Area 8  competition that included 11 other counties. 
 
Sara went on to win 2nd Place at the state level in the State com-
petition that included a number of counties in North Carolina. 

Candi Holley, Sara’s mother, mentioned that this was the first time that her 
daughter had ever competed in a public speaking contest.  

Sara received recognition for her accomplishments at 

the MSWCD Annual Banquet on May 14, 2013.



 
Christine Dawson is a junior at Providence Day School. Christine 
takes interest in guarding her small pond, which is home to a very special 
small box turtle she caught a number of years ago. Christine has been 
clearing trash and examining its inhabitants since her arms were long 
enough to reach its cattails. Derrick D. Willard, Science Department 
Chair at Providence Day School, mentioned that he was impressed with 
Christine’s work ethic as an individual and her abilities to function well 
in a collaborative group in Ecology class. Christine career plans include 
Veterinary Medicine, Field Biology, Fisheries and Wildlife Management.

Christine attended Mecklenburg Soil and Water Conservation District’s 
board meeting in August to give the supervisors an overview of the 
RCW.  Christine’s remarks about the workshop were,  “Before the RCW, 
I knew the world to be small, suburban, my little Providence Day bubble 
where people throw away their plastic bottles just to watch me cringe 
and buy the largest, noisiest car with the lowest mpg so that they can 
haul… nothing.”
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Deirdre “Danny” An is a junior at Cato Middle College High 
School. Deirdre's passion for solving environmental issues can be 
traced to freshman year. It was the year that she was exposed to 
an amalgamation of activities that spurred her love for the planet.  
Deirdre has since been involved in several environmental school  
activities such as advocating for recycling bins in the lunchroom 
and a class nature hike. Deirdre is undecided on her career plans, 
but is considering Environmental Conservation/Green Engineering. 

Danny was honored to be the recipient of the Grady Lane Award and she 
received $500.00 in scholarship funds. 

Danny attended Mecklenburg Soil and Water Conservation District’s 
board meeting in July to give the supervisors an overview of the RCW.  
Danny’s remarks about the workshop were, “My experience at the RCW 
has been by far the most fun and educational enriching week of my summer  
before senior year.”

 From left to right:  Danny An, Dempsey Miller  

 (Chairman of the Soil and Water Conservation District)

 From left to right:  Christine Dawson, Dempsey Miller            

  (Chairman  of the Soil and Water Conservation District)



 
USDA Federal Cost Share Programs
The Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) provides technical assistance focused on natural resource 
issues.  Cost Share Programs available to approved applicants include: 

Agricultural Water Resources Assistance Program (AgWRAP)
The newest of our state cost share assistance programs; the Agricultural Water Resources Assistance Program 
(AgWRAP) is available to assist with increasing water availability for agricultural production.  For the 2014 
fiscal year funds may be available to assist with the construction of new farm ponds (restrictions apply) and 
the dredging or repair of existing farm ponds.  For more information, please call 704-336-2455 or visit www.
mecklenburgconservation.com. 
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Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP)
CREP is a collaborative effort between the local District, the NCDA&CS Division of Soil and Water Conservation 
and Division of Forest Resources, and the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service and Farm Service 
Agency.  CREP provides long-term protection of environmentally sensitive cropland and marginal pasture land 
through conversion to conservation practices (e.g. Stream Buffers) on agricultural land.  CREP is currently only 
available in and east of the Yadkin River Basin (includes eastern Mecklenburg County).  Eligibility is subject to 
qualification by USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA).  For more information, please contact Leslie Vanden Herik at  
704-336-2455.

 
Environmental Incentives Enhancement Program (EQIP)
The Environmental Quality Incentives Program provides financial and technical help for structural and management 
practices for eligible agricultural land.  Eligibility is subject to qualification by USDA Farm Service Agency 
(FSA).  For more information, please contact Chris Childers at 704-788-2107 extension 3.

Agriculture Cost Share Program (ACSP)
The District is available to help farmers and other agricultural producers prevent water pollution and reduce 
erosion. The state has allocated $25,567 to Mecklenburg this fiscal year; with an additional $9,246 earmarked for 
the Goose Creek, Rocky River, McDowell and other impaired watersheds. Funds are available to assist with the 
cost of installing conservation practices to protect water quality and agricultural interests.  For more information, 
please call 704-336-2455 or visit www.mecklenburgconservation.com. 



The Urban Cost Share Program is ‘new and improved’ as well 
as recently expanded.  The Urban Cost Share Program has 
expanded to cover all of the City of Charlotte and areas outside 
the corporate limits of the six other towns in Mecklenburg 
County.  In addition to the expansion, our available practices 

have been modified to better address the most pressing resource concerns.  The purpose of the Urban Cost Share 
Program is to assist citizens, on a voluntary basis, with small scale erosion and other non-point source pollution 
problems.  Qualified applicants who agree to participate in the program receive technical and financial assistance 
to implement a prescribed best management practice.  Participants are reimbursed up to 75% of the cost of 
implementing the practice(s) approved by the District.  
 
If you know or suspect that you are having a water quality issue, please contact the District; our staff will work 
with you to evaluate your situation and determine eligibility.  District staff conducts  preliminary evaluations and 
schedules site assessments to evaluate resource concerns as appropriate.  Projects are ranked based on severity of 
the issue, proximity to surface water, impairment of receiving waters and other factors.  

Participants are required to maintain the practice(s) for a period of five years and are subject to periodic inspection.  
Currently, the District is able to offer assistance with the following practices (where appropriate):  Rain Garden, 
Riparian Buffer, Critical Area Stabilization, Vegetated Swale, Stream bank Stabilization and Pet Waste Receptacles. 
For more information, please call 704-336-2455 or visit www.mecklenburgconservation.com.

Community  Conservation  Assistance Program (CCAP)
The NC Community Conservation Assistance Program (CCAP) is a statewide program designed help citizens 
to address urban/suburban non-point source pollution and erosion issues, much like our local Urban Cost Share 
Program.  This program is especially valuable to citizens who live within the corporate limits of the towns of 
Davidson, Cornelius, Huntersville, Mint Hill, Matthews and Pineville (outside of a UCSP qualified watershed).  

Available practices include:  Cisterns, Rain Gardens, Backyard Wetlands, Riparian Buffers, Pet Waste Receptacles 
and more.  CCAP is available county wide, however funding is limited.  
The state has allocated $3,373 to the Mecklenburg Soil and Water Conservation District for the 2014 fiscal year.  

Applications are ranked and reviewed for maximum water quality benefit.  Approved applicants will receive technical 
assistance related to best management practices (BMPs) specific to your site, as well as reimbursement of 75% 
of allowable expenses.  For more information, please call 704-336-2455 or visit www.mecklenburgconservation.
com.

 Fall Edition  2014                                                                                                                                         Page 7 



  MSWCD Annual Tree Seedling Sale 

  2014 Species List
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$2 ea Callicarpa americana Beautyberry P P P P P P P P P

$2 ea Cephalanthus occidentalis Buttonbush P P P P P P P P

$2 ea Corylus americana Hazelnut P P P P P P P

$2 ea Hydrangea quercifolia Oakleaf Hydrangea P P P P P P P

$2 ea Lindera benzoin Spicebush P P P P P P P P

$2 ea Prunus angustifolia Chickasaw Plum P P P P P P P

$2 ea Cercis canadensis Eastern Redbud P P P P P P P P P

$2 ea Cornus florida Flowering Dogwood P P P P P P P P P P

$2 ea Amelanchiar canadensis Shadblow Serviceberry P P P P P P P P P P

$2 ea Magnolia virginiana Sweetbay Magnolia P P P P P P P P

$2 ea Carya illionoensis Pecan P P P P P P P

$2 ea Acer rubrum Red Maple, Piedmont P P P P P P P P P

$2 ea Sassafras albidum Sassafras P P P P P P P P

$2 ea Juniperus virginiana Eastern Red Cedar P P P P P P P P P

$2 ea Morella cerifera Waxmyrtle P P P P P P P P P P
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 Photos Courtesy of USDA-NRCS PLANTS Database and http://bioimages.vanderbilt.edu/
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Last Name________________________________  First Name_____________________________________

Address_________________________________________________________________________________

City_____________________________________________________ State__________  Zip_____________

Phone_____________________  E-mail_______________________________________________________

Quantity Seedling Price Cost Quantity Seedling Price Cost
Beautyberry $1.80 ea Shadblow Serviceberry $1.80 ea
Buttonbush $1.80 ea Sweetbay Magnolia $1.80 ea

Hazelnut $1.80 ea Pecan $1.80 ea
Oakleaf Hydrangea $1.80 ea Red Maple $1.80 ea

Spicebush $1.80 ea Sassafras $1.80 ea
Chickasaw Plum $1.80 ea Waxmyrtle $1.80 ea
Eastern Redbud $1.80 ea Eastern Red Cedar $0.90 ea

Flowering Dogwood $1.80 ea

TOTAL $

*Seedling prices listed reflect a 10% pre-order discount - Discount expires December 6, 2013

Quantity Rain Barrel Price Quantity Rain Barrel Price
60 Gallon $95.00 ea 80 Gallon $110.00 ea

Rain Barrels are paid for at the time of pick up on February 22, 2014 from 9 am - 12 pm

Tree Seedling Sale Policies

• Seedling pre-orders will be accepted through December 6, 2013
• Payment in full is due at time of order  
• Cash or Check only - Please make check payable to MSWCD
• Receipts will be mailed upon receipt of order and payment
• Trees will be available for pick-up at 700 North Tryon Street, Charlotte NC  

Friday, February 21 from 12 pm - 2 pm  OR Saturday, February 22 from 9 am - 11 am 
• MSWCD is not responsible for orders not claimed during the sale - Unclaimed orders will be 

considered a donation and sold to the public on a first-come, first-served basis
• NO REFUNDS will be issued for orders not claimed during the sale
• Reminders will be e-mailed prior to the sale (via postal mail if e-mail is unavailable)
• Questions?  Please call 704-336-2455 or e-mail Anganette.Byrd@mecklenburgcountync.gov

Return Order Form (include payment for seedlings) to:
Mecklenburg Soil and Water Conservation District 

700 North Tryon Street 
Charlotte, NC 28202

#
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