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Sierra Club 
National Campaigns



The Issues
Mining: Destroying Mountains

Burning: Carbon Pollution and Climate Disruption

Burning: Smog, Soot, and Asthma

Burning: Toxic Mercury

Disposal: Coal Ash Waste

Disposal: Coal Plant Water Pollution

Exports: A Bad Investment

The Solutions
Clean Energy 

Efficiency

Solar

Wind

Geothermal

Sierra Club Priority Campaign



Dirty Fuels

We will block the most dangerous oil projects 
and revoke the oil industry's license to operate 
above the law and interfere with our nation's 
transition to a clean-energy future.

Stop the Flow of Dirty Money

We will eliminate the outsized influence of the 
oil industry and challenge public officials who 
take contributions and then put Big Oil's 
interests above those of the American people.

Advance Green Transportation

We will raise and defend strong fuel-efficiency 
and pollution standards, increase access to oil-
free transportation choices, and promote 
electric vehicles.



Sierra Club Priority Campaign



Sierra Club Priority Campaign



We envision an energy efficient world, powered by clean, 
renewable technologies, free from dirty, dangerous, costly nuclear power 

and its legacy of toxic waste.

“Nuclear power plants are costly and dangerous to operate, they depend on 
destructive mining, and there’s the persistent problem of radioactive waste 
disposal.  We can power our economy on 100 percent clean energy, and that’s 
the direction we need to be moving in if we’re going to protect public health and 
curtail the extreme weather events associated with runaway climate disruption.”

~  Sierra Club Executive Director Michael Brune



Sierra Club Outdoors











1. Hold fossil fuel corporations accountable for 
their pollution

2. Reject proposals to import dirty fuels and stop 
the rush of fossil fuel exports

3. Double down on clean energy

4. Protect communities from future climate 
disasters and readying a robust and just 
response

5. Protect America’s lands, air, water and wildlife 
from fossil fuel development

Sierra Club Launches New Campaign: 
Obama Climate Legacy 



48 ENVIRONMENTAL, CIVIL RIGHTS, AND COMMUNITY LEADERS ENGAGE IN 
HISTORIC ACT OF CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE TO STOP KEYSTONE XL PIPELINE

JULIAN BOND, BILL MCKIBBEN, MICHAEL BRUNE, AND OTHERS ARRESTED IN 
FRONT OF WHITE HOUSE IN CALL FOR ACTION ON CLIMATE

February 2013

Sierra Club takes new position on 
targeted direct action and civil disobedience



“Just as dirty energy pollutes our air and water, 
campaign contributions from fossil fuel interests are 
polluting our democracy. 

Our political process is being hijacked by individuals 
and corporations that contribute record amounts of 
money to influence the outcome of elections and 
drown out the voices of everyday Americans who 
depend on a healthy environment.

The Sierra Club believes that we must enable 
Americans of all political persuasions to compete 
fairly in the marketplace of ideas, rather than 
allowing unlimited corporate campaign cash to 
corrupt the system.”

Sierra Club Board of Directors 

Voting Rights/Citizens United a Sierra Club Issue

April 2013



Sierra Club 
Takes Stand on Immigration

“Sierra Club Board of Directors has 
unanimously adopted a position in favor of a 
legal path to citizenship for America’s 
undocumented immigrants.

By establishing a just path to citizenship for 
the 11 million undocumented immigrants 
living in America today, we can empower 
those in our society who are most 
vulnerable to toxic pollution to fully 
participate in our democracy, fight back 
against polluters and demand public health 
protections and clean energy solutions.

We will continue to support women’s rights 
and empowerment, access to family 
planning, human rights and environmental 
protection in people’s countries of origin.”

Michael Brune
Executive Director
Sierra Club

April 2013



Natural Gas is Not a Climate Solution

“We are at the fork in the road — continue our dependence on dirty, climate-
changing fossil fuels or move towards a clean energy future?

President Obama shared a climate action plan that doubled down on clean 
energy and natural gas. Proposing we frack more to replace coal and ship 
natural gas overseas is a recipe for climate disaster.

Drilling for natural gas means more climate pollution. Methane emissions 
from fracking — leaking from wells throughout the drilling process — are 72 
to 105 times more potent than carbon dioxide.
Source: Sierra Club Action Alert

July 2013



Thanks to the 1000s of Sierra Club Members and Supporters for Taking Action



Thanks to the 1000s of Sierra Club Members and Supporters for 
Preserving, Protecting and Enjoying the Planet!



North Carolina Campaigns





Thanks to Kelly Martin and Emma Greenbaum 
Our NC Beyond Coal Organizers





Groups Initiate Federal Court Battle to 
Stop Illegal Coal Pollution

January 2013

North Carolina Fights Back on 
Coal Ash Pollution

Kelly Martin, a mother of three and the Sierra Club’s 
Beyond Coal Campaign Representative for Asheville 
said, “Coal ash is the second largest industrial waste 
stream in the U.S. The Asheville plant has NC’s tallest 
high hazard ash dams with the capacity to hold up to 
900,000,000 gallons of coal ash.”



Federal Judge Gives EPA 60 Days to Set 
Deadline for Coal Ash Regulations

EPA proposed first-ever federal regulations in 2010, 
little movement since then

“Coal ash has contaminated more 
than 200 rivers, lakes, streams and 
aquifers across the country. 
Hundreds of additional unlined 
and unmonitored coal ash 
dumpsites exist, as well as 
hundreds of potentially dangerous 
coal ash dams. Federal protection 
is long overdue.”

October 2013

Kingston TN Coal Ash Spill
December 22, 2008



The Asheville City Council has voted 
unanimously to approve a resolution to move 
Asheville from coal-fired electricity toward a 
clean energy future. The city will phase out 
Duke Energy’s Asheville coal-fired power plant. 

“Replacing the coal plant with homegrown 
clean energy will clean our air and our water 
and boost our economy. It’s the right choice 
for Asheville and a victory for our community,” 
said Kelly Martin, senior campaign 
representative with Sierra Club

November 2013



UNC, Divestment & Saving Our Planet



It’s Time We Demand
The Freedom to Choose Solar Energy!

We Support 
Third Party Sales of Solar Energy

Solarize Asheville
Solarize NC

NC Solar Campaign



Sierra Club Calls for June ‘Solar Month’ in North Carolina

Join me in calling on the Governor to 
declare June as Solar Month for North 
Carolina, in recognition of the important 
economic and environmental benefits 
that clean energy provides.

Thanks for joining the team and helping 
make North Carolina first in solar.

Yours,

Leilani M�nter
North Carolinian, Race Car Driver, 
Impassioned Advocate

June 2013



Governor Pat Proclaims June 2013
Solar Energy Month



But what you may not know is that it is illegal 
in our state for a solar company to sell you 
electricity directly! That’s right. 

Solar companies have to sell the power they 
harness to a utility that in turn sells it to 
consumers. 

More than 300 people signed up for the 
Solarize Asheville project, Solarize Carrboro is 
working to get off the ground. Solarize 
Charlotte coming soon!

Third Party Sales of electricity

Time to Solarize

October 2013



Legislative action and local organizing 
For a Frack Free NC



5 Years of fighting for
Clean Costal Air



Thanks to the work of the
Sierra Club Offshore Wind Team



Molly Diggins
State Director

Cassie Gavin
Director of Government Relations

BIG THANKS 
To Molly, Cassie 

And the entire NC staff
For their Leadership and 

Dedication



NC Lawmakers – A Bunch of Zeros

N.C. League of Conservation Voters

• Awarded 48 zero scores since 1999

• Awarded record 82 zeros to lawmakers in 
this session alone, amounting to nearly half 
of the legislature

• Gave 27 lawmakers perfect 100 scores

• Gave the governor a score for the first time: 
Gov. Pat McCrory achieved a D-minus, for 
the bills he signed into law, his public 
comments and other actions he has taken 
since becoming governor.





Action Alerts on Legislative Matters That Matter



Action Alerts on Legislative Matters That Matter
Take Action to Stop

Building Codes Rollback
Take Action on a

Really Bad Landfill Bill
Take Action to Protect

Jordan Lake Rules





Lobby Corps
Frontline Defenders of Our Air and Water



Why Keep an Eye on NC DENR? 

“Career employee to DENR Sec. Skvarla: 
Take this job and shove it”

“DENR turns down grant for water monitoring 
in gas drilling areas”

DENR Sec. Skvarla: No position on climate 
change since he’s not a scientist, and stated 
that if environmentalists had their way, “we 
would live in lean-tos and wear loincloths.”

“NC environmental regulators cut jobs, 
reject federal funding”

“NC DENR no longer concerned about 
protecting NC's wetlands”



Mass Moral Mondays 
In Raleigh and across NC



Thanks to the many volunteer leaders of the NC Sierra Club



October 2013

Kelly Mieszkalski
Chair 

Nancy Card
Vice Chair

NC Chapter Outings Committee



Danielle Keith
Chapter Coordinator

Zak Keith
Chapter Organizer

Dustin Chicurel-Bayard
Director of Communications

Thanks to Dani, Dustin, and Zak for their great work in 2013



Thanks to volunteers in groups 
across the state for their 

passion!



Representing 
Cleveland, Lincoln, Gaston, Mecklenburg, Iredell, Union, Anson, 

Cabarrus, Stanly and Rowan Counties



In seed time learn, in harvest teach, in winter enjoy.
~ William Blake

Act as if what you do makes a difference.  
It does.

~ William James



Jim Prosser, Exec Director of CCOG
Shannon Binns, Exec Director of Sustain Charlotte 

Ron Morgan, Director of 100gardens.org

January Monthly Meeting
Will Growth Ruin Charlotte: Regional Growth vs. Sustainability  

Choices for the Future

January 2013



Duke Energy wants to slash payments for 
Green Energy by up to 29%

At a time that Progress Energy is seeking a 14 
percent rate increase for residential customers 
in North Carolina, the Raleigh power company 
wants to slash payments as much as 29 
percent for electricity it buys from solar 
generators and other renewables producers.

Take Action: Call for Charlotte public hearing 
on Duke’s 20-year business plan (IRP)

The Sierra Club Central Piedmont Group urges 
all members and supporters to call for a public 
hearing in Charlotte on Duke Energy’s 
Integrated Resource Plan (IRP) by signing a 
petition – Sign the Petition! – Stop Duke’s 
Investments in Dirty Energy, Invest in Clean 
Renewable Energy

ALEC leads attack on North 
Carolina clean energy with Duke 
Energy funding

January 2013



January 12 RibbonWalk Outing

Cub Scout Pack 97
Preserving and Protecting 

RibbonWalk Nature Preserve!

January 2013



Sierra Club leader urges 
UNC divestment

January 2013



Learn how to create and deliver a 
powerful message – Sat, Jan 26

Sierra Club Central Piedmont Group is 
joining Greenpeace, Action NC and 
Democracy North Carolina in an event as 
part of a state-wide Day of Action calling 
for Clean Energy in NC. We hope you’ll 
join us!

Training on How to 
Testify at a Public Hearing

January 2013



In the depth of winter I finally learned 
there was in me an invincible summer.

~ Albert Camus

Those who contemplate the beauty of the Earth find 
reserves of strength that will endure as long as life lasts.

~ Rachel Carson



“Climate Convergence on Raleigh – Charlotte Talks Climate.”
Dr. Harvard G. Ayers, Professor Emeritus of Anthropology at 

Appalachian State University

“Duke Energy IRP and what they do and don’t do for clean 
renewable energy, energy efficiency, our environment, and the 

Climate Crisis”
Local Charlotte lawyer and environmental watchdog, Beth Henry

February 2013

February Monthly Meeting
“The Climate Crisis In NC, Our Energy Future, And What We Can Do About It!”

Feb 27



Sierra Club Outing
Congaree National Park 

Swamp by Canoe

February 2013



Central Piedmont Sierra Club
Travels by Bus to DC 

A Powerful Day of Action!

February 2013



February 2013



February 2013



Charlotte Public Hearing on 
Duke Energy Business Plan 

Feb 28

February 2013



We Made History!
Wow! What a night!! 

Over 200 people came to the Mecklenburg 
Courthouse and 92 signed up to speak. 

The hearing adjourned at 1:25 AM! 

The quality of the testimony was passionate, 
moving, and gave very convincing and detailed 
arguments. 

Numerous children spoke at the hearing including 
one fourth grader who presented her school 
science project about the arsenic in Mountain 
Island Lake from the Riverbend coal ash ponds. 

February 2013

“Protesters call on Duke to switch 
to renewable energy”

WCNC TV 

“Crowds protest at public hearing on 
Duke Energy’s future plans”

WSOC TV



February RibbonWalk Repair Day and Hike
Kudzu Killers Strike Again!

February 2013



Charlotte Environment 
Committee 

Feb 20 Meeting 
Sustainability and 

Environmental Plan 2014

February 2013



We do not inherit the earth from our ancestors, 
we borrow it from our children.

~ Native American Proverb 

Now I see the secret of the making of the best persons: 
It is to grow in the open air and to eat and sleep with the earth.

~ Walt Whitman



“My troubles are guaranteed to 
disappear for a few hours when I’m on 
a trail because I simply cannot worry 
and walk at the same time. I come 
back sweaty and exhausted and 
renewed. I have the burning desire to 
be outside and the fire is fed every 
time I go on a hike.”

~ Sharon McCarthy

March 2013

March Monthly Meeting
“A Burning Desire to be Outside, Hiking with Sharon McCarthy” 

March 27



6th Annual North Carolina Children and Nature Conference
North Carolina Children and Nature Coalition

Thursday, March 7, 2013 
Gastonia, NC

March 2013



National Invasive Species Awareness Week Event 
RibbonWalk Repair Day 

March 9

March 2013



The proper use of science is not to conquer nature 
but to live in it.
~ Barry Commoner 

In the spring, at the end of the day, 
you should smell like dirt.

~ Margaret Atwood



April Monthly Meeting
“Attack on NC Solar Energy – Can it Survive?”

Apr 24

Chatham Olive
Long time environmentalist and former solar executive

Kris Thornburg
NC Sierra Club Research Analyst

“[Rooftop solar] is obviously a potential threat to us 
over the long term and an opportunity in the short 
term. If the cost of solar panels keeps coming down, 
installation costs come down and if they combine 
solar with battery technology and a power 
management system, then we have someone just 
using us for backup.”

~ Jim Rogers, Duke Energy CEO, Feb 28, 2013

April 2013



Profiles in corporate tax avoidance: Duke Energy

Duke’s controversial CEO, Jim Rogers, was 
paid $8.7 million in 2012—just over $4 
million less than he made in 2006 when he 
received $12.9 million.

Duke reported a profit of $1.792 billion to 
the federal government in 2012 

As a result of its use of creative tax 
avoidance techniques it actually enjoyed a 
federal tax rate of negative 2.6% and 
received a rebate of $46 million.

April 2013

For the five years between 2008 and 2012, 
Duke reported a total profit of just over $9 
billion. Its effective federal tax rate for this 
period was -3.3%.

Duke received a net federal tax rebate for the 
five-year period of $299 million.



Public hearing on Lee nuclear plant water permit
April 4

Gregory Jaczko suggested this week 
that U.S. reactors have “irreparable 
safety issues,” and that has 
environmental groups like Charlotte’s 
Sierra Club on alert.

“When the ex-head of the NRC says the 
systems in place to protect us are not 
working (then) yes, we need to speak 
out about this,” said Bill Gupton with 
the Sierra Club. “We hope that Duke 
will seriously look at this and say we 
need to reexamine the future of 
nuclear energy in the Carolinas,” 
Gupton said.

April 2013

U.S. reactors have “irreparable safety issues” 
Catawba and McGuire Warning



Stone Mountain State Park Outing
April 7

April 2013



Sierra Club Camping: McDowell Nature Preserve 

Saturday, April 13

2:30      Campground check-in. Bill and 
Nancy are in Site T-1. Stop by and say Hi.

4:00      Hike

6:30      Group dinner. We’ll have a grill 
fired up so bring your choice of something 
to cook. Also, please bring a side dish or 
dessert to share.

8:00      Campfire and Green Inspirations. 
Bring a passage or quote to share and 
discuss.

Sunday, April 14
9:00      Hike

April 2013



RibbonWalk Hike and Service Day
April 13

April 2013



Climate Convergence on Raleigh 
April 20-21

April 2013



We know that Duke Energy has been dumping toxic wastes 
into our drinking water for years.  

Now is the time to tell President Obama to end this for all communities!

Please take action on this issue.

Tell President Obama:
Heavy metals and toxic sludge don’t belong in our water!

April 2013

Tell President Obama to Protect Our Drinking Water



Two Area Coal Plants End Toxic Air Pollution – Now Two to Go!

Riverbend Steam Station will never again pollute Charlotte area skies!
Buck Steam Station will never again pollute Salisbury area skies!

Thanks to everyone that has worked so hard, for so many years, to make this happen!

But more work remains. Riverbend’s two high-hazard coal ash dumps and Buck’s three 
high-hazard coal ash dumps must be cleaned up and their pollution of surface and 
ground water stopped. These are toxic waste dumps that will need to be cleaned up 
and monitored for years to come. Much work remains to force Duke Energy, the EPA 
and the NC DENR to take action.

April 2013



Duke Energy’s G.G. Allen Steam Plant has been polluting the 
communities around Belmont, North Carolina since starting 
service in 1957. This coal-fired plant was ranked 65th highest 
polluter of coal waste according to the EPA’s Toxic Release 
Inventory of 2006. The G.G. Allen plant’s pollution can be 
attributed to 59 deaths each year and 988 asthma attacks.

The Marshall Steam Station, owned by Duke Energy and 
located in Terrell, NC (Lake Norman), began polluting 
commercially in 1965. The Marshall station is one of Duke’s 
deadliest coal-fired plants, causing 131 deaths annually. Fine 
particle pollution from the plant is also responsible for more 
than two thousand asthma-attacks and 198 heart attacks each 
year.  This 47 year old power plant has reached the end of its 
useful life. Despite its age, Duke Energy has sunk millions into 
keeping this plant online. It currently operates around 70% of 
the time dumping tens of millions of tons of global warming 
and toxic air pollution into the atmosphere.

There are still two coal plants in the 
Charlotte area that need to be shuttered



Duke Energy calls pollution of the Catawba River 
a “Gimmick” to “Bait the Public”

“The Catawba River has been named for a 
third time to an endangered-rivers list, this 
time for the millions of tons of coal ash held in 
open lagoons along its banks.

A key question for Charlotte is what Duke will 
do with the 2.7 million tons of ash stored at its 
Riverbend power plant, west of the city, which 
shut down April 1. Riverbend’s lagoons perch 
above Mountain Island Lake, the water supply 
for 860,000 people.

So what does Duke Energy have to say about this?

“It’s disappointing that American Rivers and its partners continue to bait the 
public and play on emotions to further their own agenda,” says Erin Culbert, 
Duke spokeswoman. “This does nothing to serve the Catawba River. While 
they focus on promoting unfounded gimmicks, we will continue to collaborate 
with the 18 public drinking water utilities along the river who are taking real 
action to protect our water supply for this and future generations.”

April 2013



Sustain Charlotte Recognizes 12 Community Leaders at 
2nd Annual Community Sustainability Awards

Bill Gupton (Chair of the Sierra Club’s Central Piedmont Chapter) 
Overall Outstanding Leader 

April 2013



He that plants trees loves others beside himself.
~ Thomas Fuller 

In all things of nature there is something of the marvelous.
~ Aristotle



May Monthly Meeting 
“1 Tree, Two Trees, Old Trees, New Trees”

Dave Cable, Executive Director of TreesCharlotte 

Patrick George, Chair of The Queen’s Crown

May 2013



Help stop the threat 
to this beautiful and unique 

part of North Carolina. 

Sign the Petition Now.

May 2013



Sierra Club Outing
Sunday, May 26

Table Rock State Park, SC

May 2013



NC Sues Duke Energy for Polluting 
Charlotte Drinking Water

Charlotte Observer Calls on Duke 
Energy to Move its Coal Ash From 
Mountain Island Lake

May 2013



May 2013



Duke Energy – Number 1 in Dirty Energy

What do our monthly Duke Energy electric bills 
pay for? It costs us a lot more than you think!

160 Million tons of carbon per year.
$7.25 Million Duke lobbying dollars per year.
1, 248 Deaths from their pollution each year.

Isn’t time for the Number 1 Dirty Energy Utility 
in the country to change?

Isn’t it time we all did something about this?!

May 2013



Sierra Club Calls Out Duke for Dirty Energy
At Annual Shareholder Meeting

May 2013



We Spoke and the NC Utilities Commission Listened!

We voiced our concern about the toxic pollution being discharged and leaking 
from the Riverbend coal ash dumps

We voiced our concerns about Duke Energy’s failure to develop clean 
renewable energy in NC

We called Duke Energy out for overestimating NC  demand growth to justify 
expensive new methane gas and nuclear plant

Scores of folks spoke to the Climate Crisis and survival of the planet – Duke 
must now try to defend its Dirty Energy Plan!

May 2013



Hike and service day at the 
Reedy Creek Nature Center 

May 11

May 2013



May your trails be crooked, winding, lonesome, 
dangerous, leading to the most amazing view.

~ Edward Abbey

Earth laughs in flowers.
~ Ralph Waldo Emerson



June Monthly Meeting 
Change of Location and Time for a Very Special Event

No Rate Hikes for Dirty Energy!

Over 1,500 NC photo petitions to Duke Energy

Duke Energy is requesting a rate 
hike to pay for their outdated 
business plan that relies on dirty 
energy and little NC investment in 
energy efficiency. 

In fact, they are requesting a rate 
schedule that would actually 
penalize energy efficiency and 
conservation measures with 
higher rates.

Duke Energy’s third rate hike since 
2009 would boost average 
residential rates by 13.9% while 
rates for many large corporations 
would drop by up to 4%

With monopoly control over its 
customers, Duke is seeking a 
guaranteed profit of 11.25%.

June 2013



Groups to ramp up fight 
Against Duke Energy rate hikes

June 2013



National Get Outdoors Day
A Special RibbonWalk on June 8th

This Saturday, June 8th, is National Get 
Outdoors Day and we have a special 
RibbonWalk service outing planned. 
Joining us for a great day of nature 
preserve restoration and a hike are local 
Master Naturalist candidates.

The Central Carolinas Master Naturalist 
Program  is for individuals seeking to make 
a difference in helping to maintain the 
quality of our native ecosystems through 
training designed to help ‘read’ the 
landscape of the state. This includes 
understanding the underlying geology, 
specific inhabitants (birds, plants, 
mammals, etc.), ecology and the impacts 
of humans on the landscape including how 
we conserve our amazing natural 
environments. 

June 2013



Show President Obama that America
supports a bold climate plan 

Send 50,000 messages to 
the White House by Friday!

Support Obama’s Climate Plan

June 2013

“And someday, our children, and our 
children’s children, will look at us in 
the eye and they’ll ask us, did we do 
all that we could when we had the 
chance to deal with this problem and 
leave them a cleaner, safer, more 
stable world? And I want to be able to 
say, yes, we did. Don’t you want 
that?”
~ President Barack Obama



Time to standup to Cleveland County 
Water and say NO to their reservoir idea

Stop the First Broad River Reservoir

New Duke nuke would impact Broad 
River, drinking water

The Broad River will be used to supply 
water for Lee Nuclear Station

June 2013



Today I have grown taller from walking with the trees.
~ Karle Wilson Baker

Every day is a journey, and the journey itself is home.
~ Matsuo Basho



July Monthly Meeting
“Finding Refuge and Nourishment During Difficult Times” 

July 24

CO2 at 400 PPM. Record wildfires, floods, and droughts. Pollution of 
our air, water, and lands. Repeal of state environmental protections. 

What’s a person to do? What can a person do? How do we know that 
we really are making a difference? How do we keep our passion and 

optimism alive with so many factors working against us?

Dr. Joseph Parisi
Clinical Psychologist 

July 2013



New Report Highlights Extent of Coal Plant Water Pollution

July 2013



National Report and 
Press Conference 

Document Duke Energy Pollution 
of Mountain Island Lake

July 2013



Southeast Coal Ash Summit
September 27-28 
Atlanta, Georgia

July 2013



Voting rights is an environmental issue 
Take action

The Supreme Court overturned a key piece of 
the Voting Rights Act of 1965.

Many of these same areas with histories of 
racial discrimination are the same places 
where the worst environmental injustices 
occur. And things will only get worse if local 
residents have their votes suppressed. 

Michael Brune, executive director of the Sierra 
Club, said that the same people the Sierra Club 
is fighting for attacking clean energy and 
climate change protection laws are the same 
people who are trying to restrict voting. “We 
know that to protect our environment we 
must protect our democracy,” said Brune.

July 2013



Join us in Raleigh on July 8 
Duke Rate Hearing and 

Moral Monday

July 2013



Attack on NC Voting Rights
July 10, 2013

Rachel Maddow took North Carolina Republicans to task Wednesday for their 
attempts to push changes to election law that could discourage voters — a 
situation she described as “conservatives gone wild.”

On Tuesday night, North Carolina state legislators attempted to push through a 
measure that would drastically restrict abortion in the state by attaching it onto a 
bill meant to ban Sharia law, a move that drew fire from pro-choice activists.

July 2013



RibbonWalk Hike and Service Day 
July 13

July 2013



Federal Court: 
Yes, Burning Trees for Electricity 

Counts as Air Pollution
In a major legal victory prompted by a Center lawsuit, a 
federal appeals court ruled last Friday that Clean Air 
Act limits on carbon dioxide pollution do apply to 
industrial facilities that burn biomass — including tree-
burning power plants. The decision vacated a troubling 
exemption from pollution-control laws that the EPA 
had carved out for “biogenic carbon dioxide.”

“Burning trees to generate electricity is dangerous, 
polluting, and ought to be limited to protect people 
and the environment,” said Center attorney Kevin 
Bundy. “This important decision will reduce respiratory 
ailments, protect forests and help ensure a healthier, 
more livable climate.”

The Southern Environment Law Center said the ruling 
“is particularly important for the Southeast,” where 
rising European demand for wood to be used for 
energy production has driven a big rise in logging.

July 2013



Clear-Cutting Charlotte Trees for Billboards

Ask Governor McCrory to Veto House Bill 74, 
the “Billboards Forever” Bill

July 2013

Countless Limbs Lost in Char-Meck Massacre
Tree limbs that is.

Since the March 2012 billboard tree removal law was passed and we lost local 
control over billboard companies massacring trees, we have lost over 4,400 trees.



NC Legislature adjourns with nation’s 
most restrictive voter suppression laws

July 27, 2013 

July 2013



Don’t let Duke dump toxic coal ash on 
Charlotte

Our North Carolina Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) is 
preparing to settle with Duke Energy, giving 
them only a slap on the wrist — a fine of 
$99,000 to the country’s largest electric utility 
— instead of forcing them to clean up their 
coal ash waste. This means more water 
pollution into our rivers, putting our rivers, 
lakes, and streams, and eventually our drinking 
water, at risk.

Tell DENR they can’t let Duke off the hook. 
Make them clean up their pollution.

July 2013



4,938 to 1 Oppose Duke Energy’s coal-ash 
settlement with NC DENR

Thousands Say No 
To Duke Energy’s Coal-Ash Settlement

Conservation Groups File To Intervene In State 
Lawsuit Against Duke Over Coal Ash Pollution

August 2013



When one tugs at a single thing in nature, 
he finds it attached to the rest of the world.

~ John Muir

There are some things you learn best in calm, 
and some in storm.

~ Willa Cather



August Monthly Meeting
“Trash Talk – Garbage In, Garbage Out”

Aug 28

Trash Talk – Garbage In, Garbage Out: How to seriously decrease the 
detritus in your home, your life, and your health” 

Dr. Linda Goodwin

August 2013



Happy, Hot, and Havin’ a Good Time 
RibbonWalk Service Outing

Aug 10

August 2013



Nuclear Power Is Not the Answer

The Sierra Club remains unequivocally 
opposed to nuclear energy. Although 
nuclear plants have been in operation 
for less than 60 years, we now have 
seen three serious disasters.

August 2013



Charlotte Moral Monday

August 2013



Charlotte Moves Forward on Plan – Finally
Sustainability (“Livability”) Plan Workgroups Act Quick!

August 2013



August 2013

Residential sector
• Supporting the State landfill ban on 

disposing certain materials in landfills by 
restricting these same items from 
household garbage containers    

• Requiring that recycling be provided at all 
multifamily complexes

Charlotte Recycling 
Provide Comments on New Recycling Strategies

Commercial sector
• Lower the current threshold from 16 cubic 

yards of trash per week to 8 cubic yards of 
trash per week

• Expanding the materials regulated by the 
ordinance from only office paper and 
corrugated cardboard to mixed paper, 
corrugated cardboard and all items 
currently banned from landfills by the State

• Removing the 500-pound exemption if they 
generate less than 500 pounds a month of a 
material 



Our new DENR 
Flood 24 miles of streams and 1,500 acres of 

forest and farmland without a review

Environmental group appeals reservoir waiver

August 2013



August 2013

Tar Sands Fail on Climate Test
Stop Keystone XL!



Autumn is a second spring when every leaf is a flower.
~ Albert Camus

How we spend our days is, of course, 
how we spend our lives.

~ Annie Dillard



September Monthly Meeting 
“For Earth’s Sake: The Life and Times of David Brower”

Sept 25

“Brower invented modern American 
environmental activism.”

~  John Nielson, NPR

“David Brower is that rarest of individuals, a 
prophet whose prophecy is being listened to in 

his own time. His life instructs and inspires. 
Every person concerned about the future of 

this planet must see this program!”

~ Tom Regan, Department of Philosophy, North 
Carolina State University

“We don’t inherit the earth from our 
ancestors; we borrow it from our children.”

~ David Brower

September 2013



Magical Mystery Recycling Tour
Sept 6!

Sierra Club Outing to the 
Mecklenburg Recycling Center

September 2013



Sierra Club Applauds EPA’s Carbon Pollution 
Protections for Power Plants

Safeguards Mark First Step in President 
Obama’s Climate Action Plan 

Carbon Pollution Rules announced

September 2013



I am rich today with autumn’s gold.
~ Gladys Harp

In wilderness is the preservation of the world.
~ Henry David Thoreau



October Monthly Meeting
“Nuclear Power in the Carolinas – Wasting Away or a Glowing Threat?”

Oct 23

“Nuclear Power in the Carolinas – Wasting Away or a Glowing Threat?” 
Mary Olson

N.I.R.S.

October 2013



RibbonWalk Service Outing and Hike 
Saturday, Oct 12

October 2013



Endorsed Candidates for Charlotte Mayoral Race

Endorsed Candidate for Charlotte City Council

Vi Alexander LylesDavid Howard
Claire Green FallonMichael D. Barnes

Edwin B. Peacock IIIPatrick Cannon

October 2013



Take Action: Nuclear waste in our 
communities?

Fortunately the courts are now requiring the 
NRC to have a moratorium on licensing until 
they do an environmental impact statement on 
the radioactive waste. Now we have a chance 
to protect the river by demanding that the 
waste be stored safely.

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission is now 
developing new rules for the long-term storage 
of highly radioactive waste from the nation’s 
nuclear reactors. These rules will determine 
whether or not your state becomes a 
transportation route for thousands of 
shipments of highly radioactive waste on 
super-trucks, or a storage site for some or all of 
the 70,000+ tons of radioactive waste.

The federal government is now taking public 
comments on these rules: please tell the NRC 
to enact strong rules to protect our 
communities and environment.

October 2013



Charlotte Citizens’ Hearing on Carbon 
Oct 15

October 2013



A Win for NC Box Creek Wilderness

October 2013



Documentary Viewing and Discussion 
“The Climb to Katadhdin” 

Oct 17 

October 2013



October 2013

NC Outings Leader Training



Become a Sierra Club Urban Outings Leader

October 2013



CLIMATE CHANGE DAY OF ACTION 
SUPERSTORM SANDY COMMEMORATION

Marshall Park Candle light vigil 
following a moment of silence in recognition of the impacts of climate change 

and the resilience of communities.
We’ll honor those whose lives have been affected by extreme weather and send 

a message to members of congress.
Tuesday, October 29, 2013

October 2013



No pessimist ever discovered the secrets of the stars.
~ Helen Keller

In every walk with nature one receives far more than he seeks.
~ John Muir



November Monthly Meeting
Give Thanks for the Earth, Dirt! that is 

Nov 20

Special Treat with Dirt! The Movie 
Dirt Pudding!

November 2013



RibbonWalk Nov 9 
Forecast was right on: 

Beautiful and Fun!

November 2013



November 2013



Keeping Dirty Money Out of Politics

November 2013



November 2013



Charlotte Citizens 
Rally for Solar Energy

November 2013



November 2013



November 2013

NRC Charlotte Waste Confidence Hearing 



Sierra Club Michael Brune Debates 
Pro-Nuclear Film on CNN

Nov 4

November 2013



November 2013

NRC Charlotte 
Waste Confidence 
Hearing and Rally



November 2013



A Big Win Against 
Nuclear Waste in 

Charlotte

42 testimonies against 
adopting the generic 
environmental impact 

29 testimonies for

42 passionate and 
concerned citizens 
(along with many 
supporters in the room) 
said reject this plan!

November 2013



No snowflake ever falls in the wrong place.
~ Zen proverb

The more clearly we can focus our attention on the 
wonders and realities of the universe about us, 

the less taste we shall have for destruction.
~ Rachel Carson



Google joined ALEC – Tell Google to 
stop funding climate denial today!

Google recently joined ALEC, a shadowy 
organization that works with state lawmakers 
to ram through legislation for corporations like 
Exxon and Philip Morris. [3, 4] Google — a 
major investor in clean energy — should know 
better than to fund bills that would also 
require climate denial education in public 
schools and oppose fracking disclosure.

Thanks to public pressure, 50 corporations 
have already quit ALEC — now it’s Google’s 
turn.

December 2013



Working Together to Save Our Trees from 
Cankerworms

Charlotte is faced with a growing population of fall cankerworms. 
By continuing to band our trees, we can prevent the cankerworm 
population from increasing to an unmanageable level.

December 2013



5-year anniversary TVA Kingston coal ash spill 
Dec. 22



2014 Central Piedmont Group 
Executive Committee 

December 2013

Mary Lou Buck
Steve Copulsky

Bill GuptonRenee Reese

David Robinson

Tim Slape
David Underwood



Annual New Year’s Day Hike 
With 

Steve Copulsky



Send in Your Comments by 
January 3



Let’s Party Like It’s 1892!
Jan 16 Sierra Club and Beer

We’re kicking off the New Year with a special 
Sierra Club beer and snack fest gathering for 
activists who want to help us write some new 
success stories. 

Kickstand Restaurant and Bar
1101 Central Ave.(near the intersection with 

Hawthorne)
Thursday, January 16 

6:00-7:30 PM 

No experience necessary.  
Just bring your enthusiasm and a desire to make 
a real difference for our environment.

This is your chance to learn about our volunteer 
opportunities and maybe even step up to a 
leadership role.

Space is limited.  Contact Steve Copulsky to sign 
up or for further information at 
scopulsky@mindspring.com.



Sierra Club Outing
Crowders Mt Pinnacle and Ridgeline Trails 

Jan 18

Hikers should be fit and capable of hiking 
8.4 miles including a 920 foot elevation 
gain. We will meet at Crowders at 9 AM 
and should be finished by 4 PM including 
breaks and shuttling between start and 
end points.

Limit 15. Contact David Underwood at 
davidmunderwood@mail.com or 704-675-
2390.

All participants are required to sign the 
Sierra Club Liability Waiver on all Sierra 
Club outings.

December 2013



Thanks to Parker Legwear for their donation tonight



Speak Out for the Park Rec 2014 Budget 
Special Meeting, May 30

Special Thanks to 
Mecklenburg County Park and Recreation

Shape the Vision of Mecklenburg Park & Rec!

Take a few minutes to participate in this survey 
for the future growth of our Park and 
Recreation System!



Thanks To Our Many Partners
For a Great Year of Work!



Thanks to Our Members and Supporters for a Great Job!



You Can Make a Difference in NC
Become a member of the North Carolina Sierra Club




