
Sierra Club and Solarize Charlotte



Sierra Club Beyond Coal Campaign
 The Issues

 Mining: Destroying 
Mountains

 Burning: Carbon Pollution 
and Climate Disruption

 Burning: Smog, Soot, and 
Asthma

 Burning: Toxic Mercury
 Disposal: Coal Ash Waste
 Disposal: Coal Plant Water 

Pollution
 Exports: A Bad Investment

 The Solutions
 Clean Energy 
 Efficiency
 Solar
 Wind
 Geothermal



Duke Energy’s Assault on Solar Energy
"[Rooftop solar] is obviously a potential threat 
to us over the long term and an opportunity 
in the short term. If the cost of solar panels keeps 
coming down, installation costs come down and 
if they combine solar with battery technology 
and a power management system, then we have 
someone just using us for backup."

~ Jim Rogers, Duke Energy CEO, Feb 28, 2013

“Duke Energy, ALEC plot attack on North Carolina’s solar revolution”
Polluter Watch, Jan 21, 2014

“Duke Energy: Renewable Power Has Poor Subsidizing Wealthy”
Carolina Journal, Jan 9, 2014



Solarize Campaigns 
Energize All Solar Installations

 Solarize Champions 
make the difference!

 Education and outreach
 Website, Facebook, 

flyers, events and 
programs

 Community Connections
 Neighborhood groups, 

houses of worship, 
school groups, 

 Neighborhood canvasing



Sierra Club Resources
 Sierra Club Beyond Coal

 www.content.sierraclub.org/coal/

 NC Beyond Coal
 www.content.sierraclub.org/coal/north

-carolina

 NC Sierra Club Solar Campaign
 www.nc2.sierraclub.org/issue/solar

 Central Piedmont Website
 www. CharlotteSierraClub.org/

www.content.sierraclub.org/coal
www.content.sierraclub.org/coal/north
www.nc2.sierraclub.org/issue/solar


An Initiative of the Cleaner is 
Cheaper Coalition



Who Is Solarize?



Benefits of Solar
 Available, Abundant and Cost Competitive
 Supports Local Economy
 Protects community Health



NC has double the solar potential of Germany



Solar Supports the Local Economy
 There are 137 solar companies operating in NC that 

employ 3,100 people. 
 These jobs cannot be outsourced and have more than 

doubled in the past year.  



Solar Protects Community Health
 Solar does not produce emissions or 

waste which contribute to asthma, 
cancer, and mercury poisoning

 Solar does not put our water or      
air at risk

data courtesy of 350.org



Why Solar Now?

 More than 2/3 of the 
world’s solar has been 
installed since 2011

 In NC, the average cost of 
solar installations dropped 
by 29% between 2012-2013. 



Meanwhile, Utility Rates Skyrocket
 Utility rates have increased in 3 out of the past 4 years
 Going solar means less demand on the grid and 

benefits all consumers

graph courtesy johnlocke.org



What is Solarize?

 Began in Portland, OR in 2009. Has 
spread to dozens of cities across the 
country.

 Reduces common barriers to rooftop 
solar

 Department of Energy Endorsed 
Program

 Partnering with RED Group for 
installations



Our Solar Installer
 After a thorough review of proposals, the Cleaner is 

Cheaper coalition selected Renewable Energy Design 
(RED) Group to do installations for Solarize. 

 Competitive pricing, history of customer satisfaction, 
located in the Triad



How it Works

4 Main Components:
 Tax Credits
 Bulk Purchasing Discount: the more people sign-up, 

the more competitive the price
 Financing options with Admirals Bank
 Free Solar Assessment with RED Group



Tax Credits
 35% NC income tax credit for solar: may be taken over 

5 years and may not exceed 50% of your tax liability
 30 Federal income tax credit for solar: may be taken 

over 2 years and you may claim 100% of your tax 
liability. 



Bulk discounts: 3 tiers of pricing 
based on how many people join

Tier 1: 0-50kW (~10homes) $3.65/Wp

Tier 2: 51-499kW(~10-99 homes) $3.45/Wp

Tier 3: 500+Kw (~100+ homes) $3.25/Wp



Net Cost

System Size
Average  

Retail Price
Upfront 

Solarize Price
Net Cost after 
Tax Credits*

4 $16-16,800 $13,800 $4,830 

5 $20-21,000 $17,250 $6,037.50 

6 $24-25,200 $20,700 $7,245 

7 $28-29,400 $24,150 $8,452.50 

* Costs reflect Tier 2 pricing and assume ~20-99 installations   



Low-Interest Loan
 The Solar StepDown Loan
 Maximum Loan Amount: $25,000 (Secured)
 No equity or appraisal required1

 100% upfront funding (money is disbursed before you 
or a contractor begin work)

 No prepayment penalties
 Flexible loan terms
 Fixed rates



Fast Financial Facts
 Solarize reduces the cost of installing solar by up to 

75%. That means that an average net of cost of a 
system will be around 5-7 thousand.

 Any excess power you generate will earn you a credit on 
your bill that may be carried over from month to 
month for 1 calendar year. 



Fast Financial Facts
 Average return on investment is 6-8 years for S facing 

roofs, and 8-10 years for directly E or W facing roofs

graph courtesy of solarpowerrocks.com



How to Sign-Up
 Fill out the solar pledge and check the box to the far 

right.
 Once you sign up RED Group will contact you for a free 

solar assessment
 If you decide to install solar, you will sign a contract 

with RED Group. They will coordinate all permits and 
installation.



Questions?



An Initiative of the Cleaner is 
Cheaper Coalition


