
On June 2, 2014, as part of the President’s Climate Action Plan, the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency proposed the Clean Power Plan, our 

nation’s first protections from carbon pollution from power plants. The Plan 

puts states in the driver’s seat to hasten their shift to clean energy and 

reduce carbon pollution. It will also help reduce other forms of dangerous  

air pollution, helping to keep our children healthier. 

By cleaning up and modernizing power plants, we will 

begin to clean up our air, reduce pollution-related illness, 

and curb climate disruption. Reducing carbon pollution 

from power plants will not only save billions of dollars each 

year, it will save lives. In fact, for every dollar of investment 

under the Plan, we’ll see roughly seven dollars in health 

benefits. The plan will spur innovation, accelerate the clean 

energy economy, and create good American jobs.

Sierra Club will be working to strengthen the standard, 

showing we can move from dirty to clean energy much 

faster than EPA predicts and not increase our use of  dirty, 

costly alternatives like nuclear or natural gas. Solar and 

wind power become more cost-effective every day and 

continue to grow exponentially. Clean energy and energy 

efficiency should be the focus of states’ efforts. 

Sierra Club will also help to ensure that affected 

communities are engaged throughout the process, and 

that public resources are available to help workers and 

communities as they make the transition to a clean energy 

economy.  Our country is already well on its way to 

meeting and exceeding the Clean Power Plan’s goals, and 

is poised to show leadership in the transition to a clean, 

equitable energy future. 

CARBON REDUCTION GOALS

The Clean Power Plan will reduce carbon pollution from 

power plants 30% below 2005 levels by 2030, the EPA has 

estimated that the plan will make these reductions faster 

in the early years of the program—29% by 2025 and 27% 

by 2020 (also relative to 2005). We can go much further 

to reduce carbon pollution; many states are already on a 
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path to go beyond EPA’s proposal by retiring dirty power 

plants and scaling up renewables and energy efficiency. 

PROPOSED EPA STATE GOALS

To set state-specific goals, EPA analyzed the strategies 

that states and utilities are already using to lower carbon 

pollution from the power sector. While the overall carbon 

reduction goals in the plan set out reduction relative 

to a 2005 baseline of emissions, the carbon pollution 

standards started with each state’s 2012 energy mix to 

set that state’s carbon reduction goal. These include 

improving energy efficiency, improving power plant 

operations, and encouraging reliance on low-carbon and 

zero-emitting electricity generation. Together, these make 

up what the EPA defines as the best system for reducing 

carbon pollution. The EPA applied these strategies 

consistently across every state, but each state’s energy 

mix ultimately leads to a different goal that is unique to 

that state. 

The Clean Power Plan calculates state targets using 

four basic building blocks that include a wide range of 

cost-effective methods to reduce carbon emissions. 

The four basic building blocks that make up the “best 

system of emission reduction” according to EPA are: 

1) making existing coal plants more efficient, 2) using 

existing gas plants more effectively, 3) increasing the use 

of renewable energy; and 4) increasing end-use energy 

efficiency.

Many states are already on track to achieve greater 

carbon reductions than called for in this plan because 

they are retiring dirty power plants and moving to clean 

energy and energy efficiency more quickly and at greater 

scale than EPA estimates. A strengthened standard would 

take this progress into account as a base to be built 

upon—not an excuse for states to avoid taking further 

climate action. 

STATES DECIDE HOW THEY WILL MEET EPA GOAL 

Each state will choose how to meet the goal through 

whatever combination of measures reflects its particular 

circumstances and policy objectives. A state does not have 

to put in place the same mix of strategies that EPA used to 

set the goal; states may work alone or in cooperation with 

other states to comply with the proposed rule.

THE CLEAN ENERGY OPPORTUNITY 

The Clean Power Plan is an unprecedented opportunity 

for states to move beyond coal, choose clean energy and 

energy efficiency to meet their reduction goals, and build 

a true clean energy economy.
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