
Carbon pollution from dirty power plants threatens American communities 

and costs us billions of dollars each year by worsening climate disruption.  

For decades, dirty power plants—the largest sources of carbon pollution—

have been allowed to dump unlimited amounts of carbon into our air. 

Now, as part of the president’s Climate Action Plan, the 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has pro-

posed the Clean Power Plan to curb dangerous carbon 

pollution from existing power plants for the first time. The 

Clean Power Plan gives each state standards to help cut 

overall carbon pollution from power plants by 30% from 

2005 levels by the year 2030. States can create their own 

plan for meeting these goals in a number of ways. 

We have the opportunity to push states to choose effi-

ciency and renewable energy over dirty and dangerous 

power plants. Specifically, the Sierra Club recommends 

the following improvements to the standard:

1) Increase Carbon Pollution Reduction Goals. We can 

transition from dirty to clean energy much faster than EPA 

predicts. EPA anticipates that its proposal will reduce car-

bon pollution by 27% below 2005 levels by 2020 and 30% 

by 2030. The proposal can and should be strengthened. 

Carbon pollution reductions can be greater and happen 

faster in both the near-term (2020-2025) and the long-

term (2030). With stronger standards, nationwide power 

plant pollution can be reduced on the order of 25-30% 

below current levels (2012) by 2020 (equivalent to 35-40% 

below 2005 levels), with further reductions thereafter. 

2) Promote Renewables and Energy Efficiency. 

Renewable energy, especially wind and solar, and effi-

ciency have been growing at an astonishing rate and costs 

to deliver renewable power have declined dramatically. 

EPA’s estimates for growth and affordability of renewable 

energy and efficiency don’t match this reality and should 

be adjusted. In addition, states should meet the new stan-

dards through renewable energy and efficiency because  

it is the fastest, cleanest, and most cost-effective path. 

3) Avoid Use of Natural Gas and Nuclear. States should 

not use dirty and dangerous energy sources like nuclear 

or natural gas to meet their goals, but instead rely on 

energy efficiency and renewables. We urge EPA to 

ensure that the final standard does not incentivize the 

construction of any new fossil fuel-fired generation at  

any point before, during, or after the compliance period. 

EPA should also consider the full impact of the use of 

natural gas (from cradle to grave) in this and other stan-

dards when evaluating its effect on climate disruption  

and human health. 

4) Incorporate Coal Plant Retirements. EPA did not 

include the latest coal plant retirements when it set the 

state standards. If included, states could have even  

more ambitious goals for carbon pollution reduction. 

5) Empower Affected Workers & Communities. EPA must 

give affected communities the opportunity to be engaged 

throughout the process. Sierra Club will work to ensure 

that the plan protects the most vulnerable communities, 

and that they have meaningful input in the standard  

setting process. In addition, Sierra Club will advocate 

for public resources to help workers and affected com-

munities as they make the transition to the clean-energy 

economy. EPA should ensure that this standard and state 

programs do not exacerbate impacts on communities  

that are exposed to numerous sources of pollution. 
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