


This is the conclusion of my final year serving as a volunteer chair for the NC Sierra Club.  The work has been 

challenging at times, but overall it has been an enriching experience, not only for the places I have seen, but 

also because of the remarkable people I have met.  It has been especially inspiring to work with the Croatan 

Group - first organized down east in Carteret County in February and now one of our strongest Groups in the 

state.   If we could organize the way the Croatan Group has done in every county, then the Sierra Club would 

have a strong voice throughout the state. 

 It has been a great year for the NC Sierra Club.  Outings have increased close to 40%.  The Wilderness Act 

Committee organized two fun-filled events in Raleigh and at Morrow Mountain State Park.  We are currently 

rolling out online elections for the at large members of state chapter’s Executive Committee, as well as for 

leadership positions in our local groups. And, in an off-year election, we 

interviewed more General Assembly candidates for political endorsements than 

ever before and doubled the amount of money that was raised in the presidential 

election of 2012.  A student activist training conference scheduled at Brevard 

College in 2015 is planned to build our organizing capacity throughout the state.            

None of this would be possible without the seasoned experience of Molly 

Diggins, our state director, and our outstanding staff.  But the real strength of 

the Sierra Club has always been its volunteers.  If you are an inactive member, 

please contact your local Group and find out how you can make a difference.  

 

Sincerely, 

Robert Scull, Chair of the NC Sierra Club  

This year marked the 50th anniversary of the US 

Wilderness Act and the 30th anniversary of the NC 

Wilderness Act.  Sierrans marked both occasions with 

celebrations. Moreover, the Wilderness Celebration 

Committee launched a challenge for North Carolinians 

to visit all 12 wilderness areas and the 5 wilderness 

study areas in the state.  At the close of registration, 

more than 150 people have signed up for the challenge! 

To learn more about wilderness areas in North 

Carolina, including pictures and recaps of our yearlong 

celebration, visit:  OurWildNC.org 

❷ 
A Message from the Chair 

A Year of Celebrating Wilderness 

Left: Sierran Aileen Wu Viorel and her son Finn pose for a picture after a 

canoe paddle outing as part of the Wilderness Celebration at Morrow 

Mountain State Park.  Photo Credit: Nancy Card 

Cover photo: Valerie Nieman (left) and David Robinson (right) paddle as 

part of the same outing on Lake Tillery.   Photo credit: Cassie Gavin   • 

Cover design by Ann Marie Amico 



The Sierra Club in North Carolina has had a long time commitment to direct advocacy in the legislature, and 2014 marks 

the 47th year that the Chapter has had a full time lobbyist representing our members in the General Assembly.  This 

year’s legislative session will be remembered for legislators’ continued efforts to roll back environmental regulations 

and fast-track fracking while simultaneously passing a bill to address coal ash. Rarely does an environmental issue rise 

to the top of the legislative agenda, but this year our elected representatives were compelled to respond to the February 

Dan River coal ash spill. The Sierra Club supported portions of the coal ash bill, but opposed parts not sufficiently 

protective of groundwater. Without this legislation, coal ash would have remained essentially unregulated, an untenable 

position. But, the legislature should have gone further to prevent coal ash from continuing to pollute our water.  

Unfortunately some bills were passed this session that 

will have negative environmental implications, such as a 

bill to fast track fracking, an exemption to energy 

efficiency standards, and a provision reducing 

protections for wetlands. Yet despite the tough 

legislative atmosphere, environmental advocates had 

achievements. A number of bad legislative proposals did 

not go forward, including a proposal to remove air 

quality monitors, a provision to allow polluters to self-

report violations to avoid fines, a bill to prevent cities 

from protecting trees on private property and a proposal 

to spend taxpayer funds on advertising NC for fracking.  

Sierrans should be proud of our effectiveness in 
stopping some of the worst proposals. Our strategies 
included lobbying, letters to the editor, op-eds, action 
alerts, calls, emails and a coal ash lobby day. Our 
strength, as always, comes from our committed and 
active volunteers - thank you! 

To read our complete 2014 Legislative Review, please visit:  http://nc2.sierraclub.org/LegislativeReview 

2014 Legislative Review 
❸ 

Sierrans Ken Rose (left) and Priss Endo (center) and Dr. Kyle Horton (right) 

pose for a picture at the coal ash citizen lobby day in Raleigh in June.  

Political Action Report 

This year the NC Sierra Club expanded the work of its political arm in the 2014 election cycle to ensure that committed, 

conservation minded candidates are elected to the state legislature. 

The program’s goal was to engage and activate its more than 60,000 members and supporters in North Carolina, 

encouraging them to vote - but also volunteer for - our endorsed candidates.  While the final results were mixed, one 

thing is certain about this election cycle: Sierrans stepped up when asked. 

Here are just a few of our accomplishments of the Chapter’s political work this year: 

 All five of the judges endorsed by the Chapter won their  statewide races. 

 Our endorsed candidates won big in local races. 14 of 16 candidates endorsed for seats for Boards of County 

Commissioners won. 

 Staff and volunteers handed out over  30,000 endorsement cards during early voting and on Election Day in 

Buncombe, Wake and New Hanover Counties. 

 We knocked on over 1,750 doors in support of our endorsed candidates. 

 Our organizers coordinated almost 1,000 hours from volunteers during early voting and on Election Day. 

 More than 3,500 phone calls were made in support of our endorsed candidates. 



❹ 
Coal Ash: A Crisis Half a Century in the Making 

This year will certainly be remembered as the year that Duke Energy’s facility in Eden spilled millions of gallons of 

toxic wastewater and nearly 40,000 tons of toxic coal ash into the Dan River. And even though the spill was the third 

largest in US history, it was just the tip of the iceberg. For more than half a century, Duke Energy has accumulated over 

a hundred million tons of toxic coal ash stored in open pits in North Carolina.  

Our members and volunteers not only lobbied the state legislature on this year’s coal ash bill, but they worked 

throughout their communities to raise awareness about the dangers of coal ash.  We will be closely monitoring 

implementation the coal ash legislation and will continue to advocate for even more comprehensive solutions to address 

the problems communities all across North Carolina face. 

Fracking: Legislative Fast Tracking and Public Opposition 

The legislature’s efforts to fast track fracking this year got a lot attention.  But so did the public’s overwhelming 

opposition to fracking.  This summer, thousands of concerned citizens attended public hearings across the state and 

spoke out about the lack of protections in the proposed rules for fracking in North Carolina.  Over 100,000 written 

comments were submitted to Mining and Energy Commission, as well, making it clear that the public isn’t comfortable 

with the risky process known as fracking.  Thanks to strong support from volunteers,  we will keep fighting for strong 

rules and safeguards to make sure our communities are protected. 

The audience at a Mining and Energy Commission public hearing in Raleigh responds to Sierran Marvin Woll’s instruction for those who think the 

proposed fracking rules are inadequate to raise their hand.  Photo credit: Harvey Richmond 

Gus Preschle the Foothills Group (right) 

and Pamela Maynard of the Tarheel 

Paddlers Association display a banner 

during their day of action at Duke 

Energy’s Belews Creek plant in May. 

Photo credit: Dale Briggs 



❺ 
Donor Appreciation 

The Executive Committee, staff 

and volunteers of the NC Sierra 

Club wish to thank each and 

every individual who has 

contributed to the Guardians of 

the Future giving program.  

Your contributions have 

supported and made possible 

our work to protect North 

Carolina’s natural heritage for 

future generations. Thank you 

for being a Guardian of the 

Future! 

 

 

Starflower Society 

$5,000 - $9,999 

Pam & Brad Hemminger 

 

 

Graceful Goldenrod Society 

$1,000 - $4,999 

Steve Copulsky 

Elyse & Pete Jung 

Ken Brame & Judy Mattox 

Bill E. Keenan 

Laura Phail 

Julian Price Family Foundation 

Pascal Strom Family Fund 

Shirl & Bill Thomas 

 

 

Ivy Buttercup Society 

$500 - $999 

Lee Brinson 

Robbie Cox 

Elizabeth Ijames 

Bill & Ginny Kloepfer 

William & Peggy Markham 

Wade Penny 

Kathy & David Pounds 

Terry Powell & Brad Herr 

Robert Schmitz & Amy Csorba 

Robert Scull 

Will Truslow 

 

Pondspice Society 

$100 - $499 

Elizabeth Axtell 

Charles E. Baker 

Cornelia Barr 

Ann Bauer 

James & Barbara Beckford 

Douglas Bell 

Ann & Vince Bellis 

Richard Bordeaux 

Ron & Nancy Bryant 

Wayne & Ann Brells 

Elizabeth Bullitt 

John & Asa Butts 

John Calhoun 

Donald & Cristy Carroll 

Joseph Caughlan 

Sarah Charles 

Marta Chase & Kicab Mendez 

Lucille & Peter Chaveas 

Justin Chin 

Maggie Christenbury 

Ed Clayton 

Sallie & Jim Clotfelter 

H. M. Cohen and J. K. Janken 

James & Frances Cooper 

Elinor Cotts 

Kathryn Coulter & A. Billin 

Bob & Caroline Cowan 

John Crosland, III 

Grace Curry 

Jeff Dangl & Sarah Grant 

Maureen Darcey 

Walter Dietrich 

Edward & Hilah Dorsey 

Steven & Patricia Dowling 

Gregory Dozier 

Pauline & Shun Endo 

Henry Fansler 

George & Tere Finch 

Robert Fisher & Jean Spooner 

Carol Fladd 

David Gantt 

Margaret Gjertsen 

Susan Gidwitz & Gail Freeman 

Albert Goss 

David Grant 

Jeri Gray 

Elizabeth Power Greene 

Bill Gupton 

Peggy Harrington 

David Henderson & Nancy 

Scott 

Barbara Hiestand 

Joscelyn Hill 

Mary Hill 

David Hinton 

Loren Hintz & M. Vimmerstedt 

Rebecca Hodge 

Robert & Donna Hodgman 

Bill Holman & Stephanie Bass 

Gary Howman 

Mary Hulett 

Charles G Humble 

Jeremy Hunt 

Dr. Sterling & Nancy 

Hutcheson 

Noel Jones 

David & Susan Keesee 

D. Koeberl & L. McCracken 

Raine Lee & Wes Wallace 

Soong Lee 

Steve and Anne Lian 

Gerald Lieberman 

Dewey Locklin 

Connie Logothetis 

Frank Lorch 

Linda Margo 

Ann Marsh 

Linda McCorkindale 

Hope McDonald 

M. C. Mueller and D. Travis 

Chuck & Jean McGrady 

Michael & Carla McKinney 

John McQuaid 

Robert & Cama Merritt 

J. Horst Meyer 

Kelly Mieszkalski 

Deborah Milkowski 

Carol & Mac Montgomery 

Brad Niven 

John Northey 

James A. & Suzanne R. Null 

Dewey T. O'Kelley,III 

Vance Parker 

Betty Parker 

John Patrick 

William Peebles 

 

Robert Pollet 

Gus Preschle 

Sue Pruitt 

Cecilia Redding 

Renee & Dave Reese 

Dr. Jim Reynolds 

Kathy Rigsbee 

Roy O. Rodwell 

Thomas Ruckdeschel 

Jeff Sawyers 

Ken Rose & Beth Silverman 

Mary Elizabeth Schlegel 

George Schluderberg 

A. R. Sharp 

Brian and Caron Smith 

Richard Smolowe 

Janet Sparrow 

Aleen Steinberg 

Mary Stephenson 

John Stratton 

Susan Strong 

Mr Alvin Sudduth III 

Richard Thomas 

Dr. Steven Tracy 

Earl Trevathan 

Lynn & Jeff Trenning 

David & Ann Umbach 

Diane E. Verity 

Nick Walther 

Gary Washburn 

Patricia and Joe Webb 

Leslie Webster, III 

Maribeth Weinman 

Susan Welsh 

Russ & Jean Ann Wheelock 

Wain White 

Courtland White 

Barbara & Tracy Wilkerson 

Berry A. Williams 

Tom & Carol Williams 

Robert Wolpert 

Joel & Frances Wooten 

Julia Worth 

Helen Yamada & Norm Ray 

Drs. John and Jane Young 

“Thanks to the work being done by the statewide Sierra 

Club volunteers and our staff in Raleigh, I am much better 

informed about critical environmental issues in our state, 

and how I can make a difference. As a result of my 

experience with the Club, I  can confidently recommend 

giving generously to the NC Chapter.” 

- Priss Endo, Wilmington, NC 

Legacy Donors 

Fred & Alice Stanback 

Philip & Amy Blumenthal 



Ken Brame - Asheville, NC 

Currently I am a member of the Steering Committee and am seeking re-election for another term.  I want to 
continue the great work done by the NC Chapter to protect our environment in these difficult times.  I am 
also serving as vice-chair of the NC Political Steering Committee and am the former chair of that committee.  
I am also currently Co-Chair of the National Sierra Club Political Committee.   

I have been an active member of the Sierra Club for many years and have received numerous awards from 
both the National Sierra Club and the NC Chapter for conservation and political work.   

I am a resident of Asheville and have worked to revive the WENOCA Group. I am active at the national, 
chapter and group levels in political committee leadership and local lobbying roles.  

 

Steve Copulsky - Charlotte, NC 

I joined the Sierra Club in 1986 in order to be a part of the leading grassroots organization 
dedicated to protecting the “wild places of the earth.”  But I’m pleased that the Sierra Club 
has become so much more.  I take pride in the work that we’ve done for clean air, clean 
water, renewable energy and fighting climate change. 

I’ve enjoyed a wide variety of Sierra Club volunteer positions, including Chapter Vice-
Chair, Conservation Chair, Fundraising Chair and Central Piedmont Group Chair.  I’ve been 
an outings leader for twenty years and that’s still my favorite thing to do in the Club.  My 
background includes an MBA, corporate work and small business ownership. 

We’ll be stronger, we’ll accomplish more and we’ll have a larger voice in our state when we 
bring more volunteers into the Sierra Club.  I’d like to serve on our Steering Committee to 
help make that happen! 

 

Bill Gupton - Charlotte, NC 

We face unprecedented challenges from Climate Change and attacks on our environmental protections. We 
can and must do more. This is why I would be honored to serve again on the Steering Committee and ask 
for your vote. 

A Sierra Club member since 1998 and a Life Member, I have a passion and commitment to preserving and 
protecting our planet. I’ve served as Central Piedmont Group Group Chair, Conservation Chair and 
Webmaster. I’ve also served on the Chapter Conservation Committee, Outings Committee, and Wilderness 
50/30 Committee. I’m a Certified Outings Leader and have helped to lead OL 101 and 201 courses. This is 
my second term on Steering Committee, currently serving as Vice-Chair. 

I believe that together we can create a larger, more active, and financially stronger Chapter, and forge new 
partnerships with other organizations and individuals to bring greater diversity and success in our 
conservation and outings work.  

 

Kathy Rigsbee - Yadkinville, NC 

I have served on the Foothills Group Executive Committee for 4 years and  held the offices of 
Secretary and Hospitality Chair. For the past 3 years I have worked on committees that organized the 
Foothills Group Earth Day Fair activities and the annual fundraiser.  

I am an Outings Leader and an avid outdoors person. In response to the legalization of Fracking in 
NC I helped organize a local grassroots group called, Yadkin and Davie Against Fracking. This is an 
issue I feel passionately about. Our environment is being assaulted on multiple fronts and the need for 
a strong advocate has never been greater. I am proud to be a member of the Sierra Club and I believe 
my convictions can add to the strengths of the Steering Committee. 

 

 

John Shaw - Cary, NC 

I am former chair of the Capital Group, a member of the executive committee, and newsletter editor for the 
group. I am interested in energy and protection of natural areas. I was born in Raleigh and grew up in 
Wilmington, NC, spending much of my time on the beach swimming and sailing. I received an engineering 
degree from NC State University. I was a vice-president, member of the board, the executive committee, 
audit committee, and finance committee of a national engineering non-profit organization (ISA, industrial 
automation professionals), learning about non-profit operation and finance.  

I am a member of the Planning and Zoning board in Cary, NC, learning about land use planning and local 
government administration, and treasurer for a political candidate and a Political Action Committee (PAC), 
learning about state election rules and finance regulations. I think a member of the Chapter Steering 
Committee should share the passion for the environment possessed by all of our members and have 
knowledge and interest in the operation of non-profit organizations. 

❻ Annual Election of At-Large Members of the North Carolina Chapter Executive Committee.  
Your ballot is one the next page. This year’s nominees are... 



Official 2014 Executive Committee Ballot  

The North Carolina Chapter of the Sierra Club 

You may vote for up to three (3) candidates.  For those who have joint memberships, the ballot provides space for two people to 

vote.  When voting, please include your member number(s) found above your name on the mailing label. 

All ballots must be postmarked or entered online by December 15, 2014, to be counted. 

*Votes lacking a member number will not be counted.  

Example:               Member # 12345678 

Jane Sierran 

PO Box 1234 

Anytown, NC  37112 

If mailing your ballot, please send it to:    NC Sierra Club 

c/o Chapter Elections 

19 W. Hargett St. Suite 210 

Raleigh, NC   27601 

Member (Single): ___________________________ 

                                      Member Number 

⧠   Ken Brame              ⧠   Steve Copulsky 

⧠   Bill Gupton             ⧠   Kathy Rigsbee 

⧠   John Shaw 

Instead of mailing your ballot, you can vote online at:       nc2.sierraclub.org/2014Ballot 

Member (Joint): ___________________________ 

                                      Member Number 

⧠   Ken Brame              ⧠   Steve Copulsky 

⧠   Bill Gupton             ⧠   Kathy Rigsbee 

⧠   John Shaw 

In addition to state-level Chapter elections, local groups are also holding elections for their leadership positions.  Members are 

encouraged to vote in both elections.  See the map below to find your local group.   

To vote in your local group election online, visit:  https://nc2.sierraclub.org/2014LocalBallots 

If you prefer to vote via paper ballot, contact the designated person for your local group. 

Voting in Chapter and local elections require a Sierra Club member number.  Your member number is printed above your 

name on the address label of this annual report.  If you need help finding your local group or member number, you may 

contact Janet Joye Smith, the Chapter Membership Chair at ncsierracg@gmail.com. 

Local administrators for group elections: 

Cape Fear: Tammy Ellison, 910-399-3670 

Capital: John Shaw, 919-651-9050 

Central Piedmont: Renee Reese, 704-763-1751  

Croatan: Rober t Scull, 919-467-4024 

Cypress: Barney Kane, 252-355-6789 

Foothills: Henry Fansler , 336-946-2786 

Headwaters: Stradford Kay, 919-356-0832 

Pisgah: Amye McCallie , 828-862-8890 

Orange-Chatham: Max Felsher , 617-599-0669 

Wenoca: Rober t Zieber , 828-712-7493 

Local Groups & Local Elections 

Election of At-Large Members of the NC Sierra Club Executive Committee 

❼ 
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It’s been a busy year for the North Carolina Outings Program!  We hosted over 130 outings across the state including 

Wilderness Area hikes, kayaking/camping along the black water of the Waccamaw River, a photography workshop at 

Grandfather Mountain, backpacking conditioning hikes in Umstead State Park, tree identification and bird watching 

treks, and so many more! 

We also conducted two separate outings leader training events that were attended by over 60 new and veteran leaders, all 

looking to brush up on their outdoor leadership skills and take more people outdoors.  In May, we partnered with the 

South Carolina Chapter and hosted a weekend of training at Sesquicentennial State Park in Columbia, South 

Carolina.  We camped out underneath the stars and were gifted with beautiful weather, campfire songs and great 

fellowship. In August we headed to Hanging Rock State Park for another weekend of training. Attendees camped out in 

tents or stayed in the Hanging Rock cabins, and all were 

treated to homemade ice cream and lasagna. Classroom 

discussions, hikes, and hands on learning made for some 

terrific sharing of skills and ideas. 

Keep an eye on our Chapter Outings Calendar for more 

great outings and training events in 2015! 

Keep hiking, 

 

Kelly Mieszkalski, Outings Chair for the NC Sierra Club  

A Look Outdoors 

Participants at the Outings leadership training at Hanging Rock State 

Park pose for a picture during a break. 


